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FUNNY STORY.

I CAN'T REMEMBER
MY NAME TODAY.




UNNING GUNS THROUGH
TIAN MINEFI

LAOTIAN MINEFIELDS.

EIGHTEEN MONTHS AGO

I WAS JASON WRIGHT,
=

AST JANUARY T WAS DERRICH
ATTELL, EXPLOSIVES EXPERT
ONTRACTED By THE TALIBA!




YOU HAVE
DONE WELL,
MR. LANGE.

B A, THATS RIGHT.

AND HERE IT COMES. T
Ll NEW T WAS GONNA
GET BURNED ON THIS.

THEY JUST HAVE

A PROBLEM WITH

THE IDEA OF FAIR
| comPENSATION.




I'M SURE YoU
COULD HAVE HANDLED
HIM YOURSELF, BUT

HEN D

FRIEND?

1S THAT
WHAT yOu
AREZ

WE HAVE BEEN WATCHING
YOU, MR. LANGE. OR ATTELL.
OR WHATEVER YOUR NAME
WILL BE TOMORROW. IT'S.
TIME TO STOP SPLASHING
AROUND IN THE

THE BEST FRIEND KIPPIE-POOL-
YOU HAVE RIGHT NOW.

I SUGGEST WE MEET, AS
FRIENDS DO, IN A TAVERN
TOMORROW. THE FALGI,
OUTSIDE OF TALLINN.

R e
THERE'S ANOTHER g S A
SNIPER BEHIND HIM, & RS

IN THE WINDOW.

DIDN'T EVEN SEE THE
GUY IN THE WINDOW
LEAVE. BUT T CAUGHT
ANOTHER SHOOTER
CLIMBING DOWN FROM
ACROSS THE STREET.
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HE MAKES ME SIT WITH MY
TO THE DOOR,
THE SUN IS IN

BACK
FACING EAST, SO
MY EYES.

THIS PLACE HAS ONE WINDOW.
SAWDUST ON THE GROUND TO
SOAK UP THE PUKE.

HE WHISKEY TASTES LIKE IT
WAS DISTILLED IN A PIG
TROUGH. BUT THAT'S WHAT YOU
GET AT 10:30AM IN ESTONIA.

A MERCENARY WOULD
WVE A LOT OF DEMONS
TO DRINK AWAY.
T




'COURSE, SO DO I.

[ You cAN
CALL ME




oKAY. you
TELL ME TO MEET, I

MEET. BUT NOW 'S |,

TIME TO EXPLAIN
YOURSELF.

I ONLY SLUR THE
FIRST FEW WORDS.
LET HIM THINK T'M
PULLING MYSELF

NOT THAT IT

YOU ARE A
MAN OF ACTION.
I APPRECIATE THAT.
THAT'S WHY WE
WANT YOU.

HE SMILES LIKE WE'RE

PROBABLY NOT ARMED.

YOURE ALSO
NOT A STUPID MAN.
THIS IS ANOTHER
REASON.

BUT HIS PAL AT THE

BAR DEFINITELY IS.







LISTEN. I'VE AND You
WORKED FOR DRUGLORDS, WON'T. NOoT
TERRORISTS, MILITIA... HELL, UNTIL you
I'VE WORKED FOR THE
. WHOEVER
WAS PAYING.
ADVERTISE, MR
5 CHUCKLES. WE SIMPLY.
50 Yol cAN COLLECT. AND WE ARE
CALL ME PICKY. BUT I NOT THE ONLY
HAVE NO IDEA WHO
YOU PEOPLE ARE.

SAY "YES”
AWAY. IT'S.
PART OF THE DANCE.

YOUR LAST THREE
ENGAGEMENTS DREW THE
ATTENTION OF A HIGH-LEVEL
oL O
ORGANIZATION. T DON'T KNOW
WHAT THE HELL
o YOU'RE TALKING
WE BELIEVE THEY

THEN YOU

MAY NOT BE

THE MAN WE
SEEK.







THE ONLY WAY
OUT IS THROUGH
THE FRONT/




N

3

&

R
h_,b@r R
jl oNE ROUND LEFT.

AW, CRAP. LOOKS LIKE THE
INSERTION TEAM HIRED LOCAL
PARAMILITARY FOR BACKUP.

7

THESE GUYS ARE
AS CORRUPT AS
THEY COME.




GOl UP THE
ESCAPE/

THERE'LL BE TWO,

MAYBE THREE SNIPERS

ON THE ROOFTOPS.

WE HAVE TO
STAY OFF THE
STREETS.

GOTTA SPOT
'EM FAST.

NOT THE CASUAL
DRINK I THOUGHT
I'D BE HAVING.
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NAMELESS VIPER. EXACTLY MY
EXISTING ONLY TO POINT. FOR A MAN
STRIKE AT OUR
ENEMIES. HE SERVED

HIS PURPOSE. ‘

FOR yOU TOO.

WELL. THAT WAS.
THE WORST JOB
INTERVIEW EVER.




I HAVE A LONG WALK
BACK TO THINK
ABOUT HOW IT WENT.

_m—
CAN'T RAISE ANYONE
ON THE RADIO EITHER. |

~_ V
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AND THE!




MONTHS AGO.
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OkAY. you
DON'T HAVE TO

- GIVE ME THE ——
YOURE A SAME LECTURE.
WASHOUT, T'M SORRY.
CHUCKLES.
v
s /\ [
> /

//\\; 2




YOU'RE N
HEARING ME. YOU
CAN'T HACK IT HERE. IT'S

NOT JUST THAT you
CAN'T KEEP YOUR
MOUTH SHUT AT
BRIEFINGS.

B

JOURE NOT A

YOU THINK T
KE You

YOu... You
GOTTA BE KIDDING
WITH THIS. T MEAN...

GIVE ME A BREAK,
SIR! IT'S JUST A
COUPLE JOKES!




THIS IS NO
TIME FOR JOKES.
ESPECIALLY BAD
ONES. I'M SENDING yOU
UNDERCOVER.

SORTA FIGURED
THAT WHEN YOU
WANTED TO MEET IN
DEEP THROAT'S

PARKING SPO

STEEIRASAN OFFICIAL
IT. T HAD TO PUT ALL
MYCEAPINABOXANDHAUL
IT PAST GOD AND EVERYONE
SO THEY KNEW I WAS DONE.

OU ALWAYS
BRING ME TO THE
NICEST PLACES.

I'M ONLY ASKING YOU TO

YOURE ONLY GLIB.

BECAUSE YOU DON'T PROBABLY A BORDERLINE

UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU'RE ‘SOCIOPATH.

BEING ASKED TO DO. D END UP

DOING IT ANYWAY.

I'D PREFER YOU DO
IT FOR ME.

THIS ISN'T BUY-

GROUPS ALL OVER THE

WosiiNG voue

WAY UP THE LADDER

ThiBouen TeRRORaT
ORGANIZATIONS.




A MONTH AND A HALF OF I HAVE THE
DOCUMENT FORGERIES AND WORK-UPS FOR YOUR
MEETINGS IN EVER MORE FIRST IDENTITY. AND
CHARMING LOCATIONS. IT'S FINALLY TIME TO
GET YOU ACQUAINTED
JINX.

NOT THE

OPERATION. YOUR

CONTACT. THAT'S
HER NAME.

"JINX?" ARE WE SURE
THAT'S A GOOD NAME FOR
AN OPERATION WHERE IF
SOMETHING GOES WRONG T
GET CAPTURED, TORTURED,
AND KILLED?




B e TrinG 15, e was mienT.
JINX HAD SEVEN YEARS'
COMBAT EXPERIENCE AND
MARTIAL ARTS. T NEVER HAD

I~ | To worey ABOUT HER.

4l
7\
SHE WAS EVEN
A TRAINED
FIELD-MEDIC.







THIS GUY IS A BIG
FISH. IF IT LOOKS LIKE HE'S
GOING TO WALK, OUR TEAM
BLOWS THE DOOR AND RAIDS
THE PLACE WEARING THESE.
THEY'RE SYNCED TO
THE NIGHT BEFORE My
MEETING IN THE BAR, WHEN
SHE CAME TO ME WITH THIS.
CRAZY PLAN...

R YOURE

YOURE EMPLOYEE OF
THE MONTH.

IT SEEMED SO SAFE,
COMING FROM HER.




AND THE SLEEPER
AWAKES! NICE TO
FINALLY MEET YOU, MR.
CHUCKLES. IT SEEMS T
OWE YOU A DEBT OF
GRATITUDE,

LIEUTENANT WERE THE ONLY
MEN THAT MADE IT OUT OF
THAT TAVERN ALIVE. AND I'M
TOLD YOU SINGLE-HANDEDLY

CUT HIM FREE,
A\ LIEUTENANT.

YOU'RE RUTHLESS,
EFFICIENT AND
RESOURCEFUL. AND THAT
1S WHY T'M SHOWING
You THIS...

OH! A VIDEO.
CORPORATE
TRAINING?

T FINALLY ALLOW MYSELF THE
+| RELIEF OF ACCEPTING THAT i
MY COVER'S STILL INTACT. 3




N
n
n
l

REALLY DEEP.




THE ONLY GIRL WORTH
LOOKING AT IN THE
ENTIRE PLACE. I MUST BE
DOING SOMETHING RIGHT.

OKAY, I'VE GOT

$10 AMERICAN. BUT

TLL MAKE IT $20 IF
YOU CALL ME

"GENERAL."

31



IN-THE GRASS




THERE'S NOT =" NOT MUCH.
Al ‘%‘5 THREE WEEKS AND
HOWD you Aoy T'M STILL HAVING A
GET HIRED
SO FAST?

COME ON.

THIS GUY,
EVERYONE CALLS

I HAVEN'T HAD
TO ACTUALLY DO
ANYTHING YET. JUST
STAND AROUND AS HE
MAKES DEALS AND
SUBTLY THREATENS
PEOI




THE SONG'S.
ABOUT TO END. : THEIR BOARDROOM
YOu DONT HAVE 5 3 HAS AT LEAST 200 OPENS INTO AN OPS
ANYTHING Sotip g Gl SOLDIERS. ALL HEAVILY CENTER THAT LOOKS

: 5 ARMED, WELL TRAINED, , LIKE THE C-RING OF THE
AND MOTIVATED. PENT KNOI

NTAGON. AND T
T HAVEN'T SEEN
EVERYTHING.

LOOK, ALL T
CAN TELL yYou
1S, I'M ON THE

FRINGES OF

SOMETHING

Bl

OKAY. YOU'LL
HAVE MORE WHEN
YOU HAVE MORE.
ANYWAY, T DON'T THINK
DOLLY CAN DISTRACT
YOUR FRIEND
ANYMORE.

THIS IS OUR
LAST MEET. IT'S THE OANGEROUS.
SR RECEIVER FROM 14 SEE YOU ON THE
OTHER SIDE.

SHE WAITED ‘TIL WE WERE IN PUBLIC
TO TELL ME. DAMN, SHE'S SMART.

YOUR GIRL WAS
PRETTY, YES? VERY.
PROFESSIONAL. SEE
HER AGAINZ

GOD I HOPE SO.




WE'VE
IMPLANTED AN
SR RECEIVER IN
YOUR SKULL.

STOP
SHRIEKING LIKE A
FIVE-YEAR-OLD. IT'S

YouD

N WHY
DIDN'T yOU TELL
ME BEFORE 1
WENT UNDER?




SO WHAT IS THIS.
THING? DOES IT AT
LEAST GET HOWARD

BODIAN
JUNGLE.

EVENTUALLY
YOU'LL FIND YOURSELF
AMONG PECPLE WITH

COUNTERMEASURES.

WE'VE DRILLED A
SIMPLE RF RECEIVER
INTO YOUR MASTOID. WE
ALSO IMPLANTED SEVERAL
DOZEN OTHER FRAGMENTS
IN THE RIGHT SIDE OF
YOUR SKULL. IT'LL SHOW
UP ON ANY SCAN AS
SHRAPNEL.

IT USES YOUR
KELETON

GAH! IT'S LIKE
AN ELECTRIC
TOOTHBRUSH IN
MY HEAD!

-y
= Al
-~ A
FE
N TO COMMUNICATE
\ BACK YOU JUST BITE

FOIL TO CREATE AN
INTERFERENCE
CIRCUIT.

)

& J

IF YOU DON'T
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GODDAMN SRR GUARANTEES

A MIGRAINE A DAY. AMAZING I TAKE
HOW MANY ORDERS YOU CAN WINDOWS
RECEIVE WHEN YOU HAVE DOWN, YES?
NOTHING TO REPORT BACK. N

? v

%
Si7 YEAH, WELL, NEXT
TIME TELL X TO BUY =
o AMERICAN. YOU TRY
AND PASS THIS OFF
FOR "LUXURY" AND YOU
WONDER WHY THE
WALL FELL.

I DRIVE AROUND
HALF THE DAY WITH
THIS IDIOT SITTING

~.AND STAND

OF COURSE
OUR INTEREST
IN THE BALKANS.

ISN'T PURELY
FINANCIAL.

YOU HAVE AN
ENTIRE POPULATION
THAT'S JUST SLIPPED

OF SIMPLE—




OO o
AND ON THE RARE OCCASIONS. [ 1]
WHERE SOMETHING DOES HAPPEN... !’.

...I'M ONLY EVER ‘THE PEOPLE OF
THERE TO CLEAN UP. LATVIA WILL HAVE
)

TO FIND THEMSELVES i1 Tave 90 Tip ME
A MORE TEACTA! A NEW SUIT. WHICH I
FOREIGN MINISTER. |\AGINE WILL PROVE THE
MORE CHALLENGING
TASK IN THIS
LOATHSOME CITY.

IN FACT, CALL

I HAVEN'T SEEN JINX IN FOUR
WEEKS. BUT I CLENCH MY JAW
AND MAKE My REPORTS.

WHERE'S.
SEMYON
TODAYZ

ANOTHER
ASSIGNMENT. WE'RE
FETCHING MR. X AT
CITY CENTER THIS.
MORNING. YOU

I'M EXHAUSTED. SOMETIMES.
I CAN'T EVEN FEEL My FEET
ON THE GROUND.

38

I'M GETTING SLOPPY.




S

DRIVING A CAR THROUGH A CITY
WHERE IT'S WORTH MORE THAN
MOST HOMES CAN BE DANGEROUS.

THIS IS WHY YOU'RE NOT DUCK AND
SUPPOSED TO ROLL THE f cover!
BULLET-PROOF WINDOWS

ALLOWING YOU TO JUST CAN'T SEE.
DRIVE AWAY. ASSUMING SKELTON,
YOU CAN SEE WHERE 2

YOU'RE GOING. -







B TWO SHOOTERS IN THE SAMI
PERCH. THEY HAVEN'T BEEN
DOING THEIR HOMEWORK.

THEY'VE FORGOTTEN ONE
OF THE RUDIMENTARY RULES
OF PHYSICS... AND COMBAT.







NO EXPLANATION
NECESSARY. I'M
GLAD IT WAS YOU

THAT SURVIVED,
INCIDENTALLY.

YES, WELL. IF IT HAD
BEEN AN ETIQUETTE
TEST, IT MIGHT HAVE
GONE DIFFERENTLY,
MIGHTN'T IT7

WAS
SKELTON'S TEST
TO KEEP HIS JOB.
AND YOURS, TO SEE
IF YOU DESERVED
IT INSTEAD.

OH, T HATED
THAT CAR. TM
GETTING AN
ESCALADE.

ALL DUE RESPECT,
SIR, IT WAS CLEAR
SKELTON HAD LITTLE
COMBAT EXPERIENCE.
AND THOSE ATTACKERS
WERE JUST JACKED-UP
LOCALS WITH NO REAL
CHANCE OF LAYING A
GLOVE ON ME.

INCIDENTALLY,
THERE WILL BE AN
ETIQUETTE TEST.

YOU'RE IN
THE FAMILY
NOW.

43




SPENDING TRIGGER-TIME IN THE 32
JUNGLE DOESN'T GIVE ME MUCH

EXPERIENCE PUBBING ELBOWS
WITH THE UPPER-CRUST.

| 1 THINK SOME OF
THESE PEOPLE ARE
ACTUAL ROYALTY.

VERY GLAD yOU
HAD MADE [T, My FRIEND.
SKELTON IS VERY MUCH
THE SARCASTIC

YES, VERY.
THANK GOD You

CET ME NETERD

/ ]




I TRY TO MEMORIZE FACES.
THEN SHE WALKS IN.

AND I ENOW T'LL ONLY q
REMEMBER ONE.
S

NO STARING,
Fi THAT IS
ENE. T HA\

XS GIRLZ
SERIOUSLY?

NO, NO. HA.

IS BIGGER FISH.




IT'S A SENSUAL
DELICACY. AS YOU CHEW,
THE HEN'S BONES PUNCTURE
BLOOD SEASONS THE MEAT
AND COMPLIMENTS THE
BITTER ENTRALS.

DECADENCE
NEED NEVER
BE HIDDEN.

SEMYON. WHAT
1S THIS? WHAT'S
THAT SMELLZ

ORTOLAN.
IS MADE SPECIAL.
COOKED WITH ALL

THOUGH SOME

SAY YOU DO IT TO

HIDE FROM GOD.

AND THE
STRONG NEED
NEVER FEAR

46




1 -

‘ THAT WAS, FOR SURE, THE MOST
HEINOUS THING I'VE EVER DONE.
AND I'VE BEEN TO BURNING MAN. m

~ GAHAKK!

THAT'S WHAT
PASSES FOR WIT IN
AMERICA, HMMZ

SO YOU'RE X'S
NEW THUG.

WELL, THAT
BRINGS UP AN
INTERESTING

QUESTION. IF ALL

THAT'S GOING ON
OUT THERE...

LL, T HAD A
FRIEND WHO SAID
HIS COUSIN KNEW
A GUY WHO ONCE
FOUND A RAT IN

HIS BUCKET.

WELL, MR. GOON.
THERE ARE DEALS
SO PLEASE
KEEP THE
RETCHING TO
A DULL ROAR,

-.WHY ARE YOU IN HERE?
IT'S CERTAINLY NOT FOR




AND THEN THE

SHARK SHOWS UP. AH, THERE YoU
ARE, My DEAR! THE
COUNT IS LOOKING

5
I MIGHT JUST
HAVE THIS BIG

[4 FisH oN THE

WONDERFUL.

T WAS JUST
CHECKING OUT
A YOUNGER

. VINTAGE

A "HEISTZ" MY
DEAR BOY, DO T
LOOK DESTITUTE

7
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iE RAIN COMES DOWN

IN BLINDING SHEETS. WITH
EVERY BREATH I THINK I'LL
DROWN... BUT T SOMEHOW
MAKE IT TO THE NEXT.

ACHCRCHCH :::.

™ NI IR A | = = d
CRAZY BASTARD HAD AN y q
ESCALADE PACKED WITH 3 25 = I'M ABOUT TO ANNIHILATE
INDS OF SEMTEC WAH'\NG % = THE CURRENCY SUPPLY OF
DOUNGTATRS, THE WHOLE 3 SMALL COUNTRY. T TELL
DINNER WAS PROBABLY JUST l M\/SELF I HAVE TO DO THIS.
‘SOME ELABORATE DIVERSION. - 3
MADE ME EAT A DEAD BIRD u + T
JUST TO WATCH ME SQUIRM. - ol - t |
T
==y bl HIRRE:A!
< = Lhlbe s

I TELL MYSELF HUBRIS MADE THESE PEOPLE
VULNERABLE. THEY COULD HAVE BUILT A MODERN [
1/ L TELL MYSELF. ILL BE KLLLED IF
I DON'T DO THIS. IF 1 D
DONT COMPLETE THE MSSION.

AND NOTHING COMES
BEFORE THE MISSION.

49







WHEN I GET BACK, SHE'S
PLAYING IN THE RAIN
LIKE A SCHOOLGIRL.

o

ACTUALLY
BELIEVED

ERICANS.

SUCH A FUNNY MIX
OF HOPE ANI
ARROGANCE.

DESTABILIZING
THE ENTIRE REGION.
WHAT ARE yOU

WAITING
FOR yOU, OF
COURSE.

WAS POSSIBLE.

DON'T BELIEVE
EVERYTHING YoU
HEAR.




WHAT CAN T SAYZ

IT'S MY ONLY WEAKNESS.




JUST AS I'M NODDING OFF
TLL BOLT AWAKE. IT FEELS
LIKE I'M FALLING. MY WHOLE
BODY JOLTS.

IT'S CALLED A "HYPNIC JERK." APPARENTLY A
GROGGY, STRESSED-OUT BRAIN MISTAKES YOUR
BODY GOING TO SLEEP FOR DYING. SO IT SENDS.
OUT A JOLT OF ADRENALINE TO SHOCK YOU BACK.

b 2
| ronieHT tm AT peace. [N







I SEND IN My REPORTS. THE ORDERS.
THE SAME: CONTINUE

NO TIMETABLE FOR EXTRACTION.

| I CAN'T SEE WHAT, IF ANY,
GOOD I'M DOING HERE.

THERE WERE ELEVEN
PEOPLE ON THAT TRAIN.

I DO BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND WHY
WE'RE HERE, IN THE BALKANS.
THOUSANDS OF TONS OF ARMS
PASS THROUGH HERE

WE DISRUPT IT, FUNNEL IT TO
ENEMIES OF OUR ENEMIES.

OR WE JUST TAKE
WHAT WE NEED.

—




MA%%??«?:E 18ue THAT IT IS FROM
YOUR WHORE KYRGYZSTAN. NO, T
MOTHERS)® DO NOT GO THERE.

< THEY ARE THIEVES
AND LIARS.

RIGHT. AND YOU
WOULDN'T WANT TO
ASSOCIATE WITH
ANYONE LIKE
THAT.

oray. you! se Gun
SET! OUT! B8 STEAL TRUCK.
JUST LIKE NEW
YORK PUNK.
IS okAY! IS
OKAY! T AM THREE
YEARS IN NEW

JUST SIT TIGHT

)

LOOK, PAL, I'M




WE'RE AFTER A DISSIDENT
SCENTISPERe Sl Epeniio
AS OR ANOTHER T
o s A IS ANATOLY
HEADQUAETEES S0T OF Course NARYSHKINZ
THEY DON'T TELL ME ANYTHING.

ok i W TS
HIM. WHO KNOWS Wi

BEST OF TAEaE MERCINARES
AND CUTTHROATS ARE GOING
TO DO WHEN WE TURN THEM
LOOSE. ALL THAT'S ABOVE My
PAY GRADE.

COME ON, GUYS. THIS
15 A RESCUE! THERES A
T SHOWER: WAITING.

7







THREE DAYS LATER I WAKE UP IN A SHE ONLY EVER TOUCHES ME
WHEN SHE KNOWS WE'RE ALONE.
AND FOR A WHILE, THERE ARE
NO ORDERS. NOT FROM X, NOT
FROM HAWK, NOT FROM ANYONE.

BUT AFTER THREE WEEKS, I REALIZE
WHY T'M NOT GETTING ORDERS FROM
JOE. NOT BECAUSE THEY AREN'T
BEING SENT... BUT BECAUSE I DON'T
THINK I CAN RECEIVE THEM ANYMORE.

THE BLAST DAMAGED
MY SSR. MY LAST
LINK TO THE OUTSIDE.




I'M NOT OUT OF BED [THE
O HOURS WHEN X DETONATED HIMSELF WAS A ¥ (U5
ME CHECHEN REBEL. HE INSERTED o W28
HIMSELF ONTO THAT TRUCK
SPECIFICALLY TO ASSASSINATE

CALLS
NARYSHEIN, AND THE MEN
SENT TO FREE HIM

YOU JUST CAN'T TRUST

PEOPLE WHO STILL WANT TO
KILL EACH OTHER OVER WHOSE
GREAT-GRANDFATHER MOLESTED.

WHOSE GOAT.
HEY T
HAVE Fonny
IDEAS ABOUT
LOYALTY. |

THE FACT IS,
SECURITY HERE

LEAKS LIKE A SIEVE.

IT ALWAYS HAS.

IT'S YOUR PROBLEM NOW. I'M
HOPING YOU HAVE SOME
IDEAS, CHUCKLES.




THERE'S THAT
FAMOUS MOUTH I'VE
HEARD SO MUCH ABOUT.

WHEEL GETS THE
GREASE, YES?

OKAY THEN. THE SQUEAKY

ADJUNCT. YOU'LL BE
ASSIGNED TO HER.

CONGRATULATIONS.

YOULL SERVE AS
CHIEF OF SECURITY AND
HEAD OF SPECIAL PROJECTS.
WE HAVE SOME VERY SPECIAL
PROJECTS THERE, AS
YOU'LL DISCOVER.







THEY KEEP ME BUSY.




TURNS OUT "CHIEF OF SECURITY"
MEANS "EVERY DIRTY JOB WE CAN'T
TRUST TO SOMEONE WITH ENGLISH
AS HIS SECOND LANGUAGE."

I TRAIN THE TERRORISTS OF
TOMORROW. T TRAIN THEM TO KILL
MY FRIENDS MORE EFFECTIVELY.

HEAVEN.

T

I TELL MYSELF I HAVE TO
DO THIS. THE CLOSER I
GET TO THE TOP, THE
EASIER IT'LLL BE TO BRING
DOWN THE WHOLE THING.

——=——{ EVERY WEEK SHE GOES [
IN FOR A MEETING
WITH THE BOSS-MAN.

64



T'VE NEVER SEEN HIM.
NEITHER HAS SEMYO! « < SEeisi el
cu

WHENEVER SHE LEAVES
SEM CALLS HIM THE R THE MEETINGS.
"COMMANDER.” CAN'T TELL
IF THAT'S AN ACTUAL TITLE
OR JUST SEM BEING SEM.

:45
TONIGHT.

I HAVE TO USE
THAT SOMEHOW.

I HAVE TO FIND A WAY TO
SEE MORE OF THAT BUILDING
THAN JUST ONE HALLWAY.

I WAS TOLD I'D

VIEW IN HERE
DISAPPOINTING
youz

65



NOT HAVING
FUNZ YOU AND

I KNOW YOU'RE
NOT DUMB. YOU KNOW
SOMETHING HUGE IS
COMING, AND YOU WANT
TO BE PART OF
IT. OKAY.
BUT you
HAVE TO SHOW SOME
INITIATIVE. YOU'VE BEEN
SLEEPWALKING THROUGH
i RE

WE ALL SEE IT.

YEAH, THAT'S

I couLD BE

DOING THIS IN
EUROPE AND NOT
HAVE SAND IN
CRACK.

66



YOU WITH MEZ

A MONTH AFTER BEING TOTALLY

I SEND OUT A MESSAGE IN
THE EMERGENCY CODE.
HAVE NO IDEA IF ANYONE'S
LISTENING.




d WE THINK

ff WE FIND wHy. wE

THINK YOU WILL
KNOW WHY.

YOUR GU

WY
outz /&







, OUR

SURVEILLANCE PLACES

THIS WOMAN IN KABUL,

MEDELLIN, AND TBILIS| OVER
DAT 2

HOW... SHE MUST HAVE
GOTTEN MY TRANSMISSIONS.
THAT MEANS HEADGQUARTERS
GOT THEM,

THE BASTARD

KILLED MY FAMILY.
SIX YEARS AGO
IN CAMBODIA.

IN GASE... OHf COD, SHE'S BEEN
CAUGHT. HOW AM I GOING T
GET HER OUT OF HERE?

YOU DON'T EVEN
REMEMBER, DO YOU?
YOU USED ME AND LEFT

REMEMBER
JAMES? I KILLED HIM.
LAST MONTH. PUT A
KNIFE THROUGH HIS
JAW JUST LIKE HE DID

MY BROTHER.

THREE YEARS AGO,
THE NEW PEOPLES ARMY

MY A
IN TBILISI IF NOT FOR
THESE GOONS.

SHE'S MAKING UP A COVER STORY
ON THE SPOT. OR MAYBE SHE
ALWAYS HAD IT UP HER SLEEVE

IN CASE SHE WAS CAUGHT.

I CAN TAKE SEMYON. MAYBE
EVEN THE TWO GUARDSMEN.
BUT THERE'S NO WAY WE
CAN GET OUT OF THIS
BUNKER. SHE KNOWS IT.




SO HERE yoU

ARE, A BIG MAN WITH
A DEFENSELESS GIRL TIED
TO A CHAIR. DO IT, THEN,

THEN YOU'RE DEAD.

I CAN'T SAVE HER. AND IF
I DIE, THE MISSION IS
OVER. THESE PEOPLE GO
ON TO KILL THOUSANDS.
TENS OF THOUSANDS.

WE DIDN'T KNOW

IF YOU'D WANT TO

BE IN ON THIS, SIR.

WE KNOW YOU'RE
A BUSY MAN.

WE CAN TAKE
CARE OF HER. AND I

YOURSELF.

THAT'S ONE LIFE
AGAINST THOUSANDS.
AGAINST BRINGING ALL
THESE PEOPLE DOWN.
ONE SOLDIER'S LIFE.

DID YOU HEAR
ME? IF T LEAVE HERE,
YOU'RE DEAD. SO GO

AHEAD AND DO IT,

YOU COWARD.

.

SHE GOT My TRANSMISSIONS.
SHE KNOWS SOMETHING BIG
1S COMING. SHE'S A SOLDIER.

AND THE MISSION
1S EVERYTHING.






THE FIRST THING I THOUGHT
WHEN THEY OPENED THE
DOOR AND I SAW HER.




I MADE A DECISION
AFTER THA

..AS MUCH AS A 60%
WDOWN IN GLOBAL
MARKETS OF OIL FROM ONLY
THIS SINGLE REFINERY
WAS CONTAMINATED
He

Wi

I WANT IN. ALL

WELL. WE

OWE YoUu OuR THE WAY IN. T'M
THANKS.

READY NOW.

-




—.

THIS IS WHO THEY HAVE ME
WORKING WITH NOW, AS "HEAD
OF SPECIAL PROJECTS."

" SOMETHING OR OTHER.
CAN'T BE OLDER THAN 24.
WIZ-KID POACHED FROM CALTECH.

P |

<3l

o]

HE'S A GOOD KID, REALLY.










4
TO TELL YOU I'VE HAD SOME
PROMISING RESULTS ON THE
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. WE'RE
GETTING REALLY CLOSE TO,

WELL, T JUST WANTED

LIKE, THE GESTALT WE'RE
LOOKING FOR.

ALWAYS DO
THAT ON TACO
DAY. WHAT DO you
WANT, MAXZ

COMFORTABLE

THE EYES AND
FED TO PIGS7

'CAUSE THAT'S

WHAT HAPPENS TO
PEOPLE WHO DON'T
DELIVER ON THEIR
PROMISES AROUND

THEY'RE GOING TO
SEE P
T

WE'LL TELL
THEM WHAT

|GHT BEFORE
E IT.

YES, SIR
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HATCHET MEN LIKE ME, OR
THAT IDIOT SEMYON, GET
SENT OUT ON HORRIBLE
MERCENARY MISSIONS TO

THEN, AFTER WE'VE STIRRED UP ALL KINDS
OF MAYHEM, COBRA COMES IN UNDER THE
GUISE OF GOD KNOWS HOW MANY SHELL
COMPANIES AND WE HIRE OUT OUR PRIVATE
ARMY. OUR CRIMSON GUARD.

THE MORE CHAOS

N

|, WE'RE THE
SUPREME MILITARY
FORCE IN THEIR
NATION.

- TR\ WY
AND THEN MORE NATIONS.




2




T 7

A -

AND THEIR SELF-DESTRUCT
1S GLITCHY.
\\’I- Y
o
Q

?

TELL YOU THE
TRUTH, T HAVE NO
IDEA WHY THEY

BUT THE LAST TWO PROJECT LEADERS ’
i GOT KILLED By THESE THINGS. SO
MAYBE IT'S JUST THAT I WAS THE GUY
THEY COULD ASK WHO'D SAY YES.
THE GUY THAT DOESN'T
CARE ANYMORE.

i

3
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I'M PRETTY SURE WHATEVER SHE
SAW IN ME IS GONE TOO. WHAT WE
DO NOW IS ONLY HOLLOW ROUTINE.

T THINK ERIKA SENSES IT.

WHATEVER COMFORT I ONCE [} SO, T THINK WE'VE

FOUND IN HER IS GONE. ; JUST ABOUT LICKED
THE TIMING ON THAT
SELF-DESTRUCT THING.

ON THE Al

THIS WILL PROBABLY BE SHE TAKES ONE LOOK BACK, AND
THE LAST TIME I SEE HER IT'S ALMOST LIKE SHE KNOWS.

i ml

BUT THEN SHE'S GONE. AND
I COULDN'T EVEN BRING
MYSELF TO SAY GOODBYE.

)

THERE'S ONLY ONE PERSON
SAYING GOODBYE TO TODAY

N
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S| MY SECURITY CLEARANCE GOT ME A

| LOT OF PLACES LAST NIGHT, BUT IT
WON'T GET ME THROUGH THE LAST
DOOR I NEED TO OPEN TODAY.

LuckLy, T know i
OM ERIKA THAT
BE F

P
&

ED TO
GET IN TO

SEE X.
<
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I ADMIRE YOUR
INITIATIVE, GOING
UP THE LADDER FOR
THIS. BUT HE WON'T
GIVE YoU THAT

RAISE EITHER.

S

STOP TALKING
OR ONE GOES IN
YOUR KNEECAP.

YOU NEED TO
THINK ABOUT THIS.
YOU NEED TO THINK
ABOUT THIS
CAREFLULLY.

I KNOW you
HAVE ACCESS.
OPEN THE

...IT WILL BE
WORSE. MUCH
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YOU TO SEE
MY FACE.

T WANT you
TO KNOW MY
NAME.







You were

THERE WAS NO
MAN BEHIND THE CURTAIN.
E COMMANDER WAS
CERTAINLY NEVER HERE. YOU
SAW WHAT TED

89



NOW THEY'RE

ONE. YOUR
ORGANIZATION
1S GONE.

WHAT A SMALL,
EMPTY ROOM YOUR
LIFE MUST BE.

DO YOU REALLY
THINK THE CRIMSON
GUARD IS ALL THERE IS
TO COBRAZ WE SHOWED
YOU THE SMALLEST
FRACTION.

WE KNOW You
WORK FOR G.l.
JOE. WE'VE KNOWN

BROUGHT you

ERIKA. SHE NOTICED YOUR
STERNUM VIBRATING IN
CODE THE FIRST NIGHT SHE
SPENT WITH YOU. TOLD US.
IMMEDIATELY, OF COURSE.
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AGONIZING TO

THEN... YOU HA\
EXPERIENCE WITH
AT, YESZ

WE WOULDN'T 3
EVEN HAVE TO 8
PUSH YOU. YOU'D
DO IT ON YOUR
OWN. TO AV

YOUR SKIN.

1S GOING TO BE LEVELED

BUT WE KNOW YOU
HAVEN'T. WE KNOW
EVERYTHING.

YOUD GO.

TO your
CREDIT, ERIKA
NEVER THOUGHT
YOU'D SHOOT THAT
GIRL. BUT WE KNEW
YOU WOULD.

YOUVE ACCOMPLISHED H
THING. WE CRACKED
YOUR RIDICULOUS CODE AGES

A ALL YOUVE DONE IS N
ONT- DESTROY INSTALLATIONS

NOW THEY'LL
THINK WE'RE GONE.
IGNORANT, JUST
LIKE YOU.



B AND SELF-DESTRUCT
QNN FIVE MINUTES.
9
1y OX THEY'RE
\ ‘.\’ AT THAT. &
| | & >
. %
< b
Y ova
|

e\ e










BY THE TIME I ROLLED SEMYON OFF ME, THEY |
WERE GONE. I WATCHED THEIR HELICOPTER FLY
OFF. IT WAS THE WORST MOMENT OF MY LIFE.

SIR, THE BATS... THEY HOLY CRAP.
JUST WENT BERSERK! WE HAVE WE ARE SO
O GE ~THEY'RE DEAD!
BRING HO
BUILDING DOWN!

= =) e
::j;'. I LET THE BATS DO THEIR WORK.




SEMYON'S LAST WORDS.
STICK WITH ME. "I THOUGHT
U WERE A GOOD GUY."







MY NAME IS TOMAX PAOLI,
AND THERE IS SOMETHING
T'VE LEARNE!

- GLAVERY IS FREEDOM.

|




THIS IS THE GREAT TRUTH THAT
MANY RUN FROM. THEY FEAR

IT. BUT THE TRUTH IS TERRIFYING

BECAUSE IT IS POWERFUL.

B
ID MYSELF. AND
iOW WE BEGAN TO BUILD OUR
WORLD WITH OUR FIRST FAMILY.
5 7




INTERNATIONAL
YET CENTRALIZED
IN CORSICA, OUR

OLDER AND
DEADLIER THAN
LA COSA NOSTRA.

| | Bxtensive Bnterprises

ARE WE NOT DRAWN ONWARD TO NEW ERA 2

TO BE BUSINESSMEN, THRILLINGLY
ANNIHILATING OUR RIVALS THROUGH
SUBTLE ECONOMIC POWER.

(2 ihe==— |

100
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THE UNIONE CORSE. THE MOST SECRET

\/ ORGANIZATION IN THE WORLD. TO ALL

OUTSIDERS, UNKNOWN AND OPAQUE.

BRAIN
SUF

FOCATING JUNGLE.

INFLUENCE TO
OUR WILL.




FOR IT IS ONLY WHEN A MAN
HAS NO WILL OF HIS OWN
THAT HE IS TRULY FREE.

@

ONE NEED ONLY S .
SPEND TIME WITH I8 2
j MYSELF AND My  Fifei o X =
BROTHER. WE ARE * g A = . DR s g
MOST SERENE. 9
| e 554 ) FOR
o p

€ L o .
WE MUST
ALWAYS ANSWER
TO EACH OTHER.
R Che
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EVEN AS ALL OTHE\ZS
ANSWER TO

AS EMPIRES CONTRACT,
THEY ARE THANKFUL TO
HAVE US FILL THE VOID.

ALSO, SINCE THE
COLLAPSE OF THE USSR,

WE CAME OF AGE IN THE
COSTLY CHADIAN-| UBYAN
CONFLICT, WHICH RA
THROUGHOUT THE L.
SEVENTIES AND EIGHTIES

WE WERE YOUNG MEN, FRESHLY ENLISTED

IN THE FOREIGN LEGION. LOOKING FOR

ADVENTURE AND SEEKING OUR DESTINY.
ASSUMED, AS ALL YOUNG MEN DO, THAT

THEEE IS ONLY ONE WAY TO CONQUER.




ONF
ES NOT FROM
PROFITING FI

RY COM

E Vi
A STRUGGLE, BUT IN ROM IT.

"THE TOYOTA WAR." THAT'S

TRUCKS FOR MOBILITY AND
FIGHTING THAT THE WAR
WOULD HAVE BEEN
IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT THEM.

IT WAS A WAKE-UP CALL. AND
WE RECOGNIZED IMMEDIATELY
THAT THE REAL VICTORS
WERE THOSE WHO LEFT NO
BODIES ON THE FIELD.

WE SPENT THREE YEARS
WITH AL-GADDAFI. RUTHLESS,
POWER-HUNGRY. SO LIKE
OUR COMMANDER TODAY.

BUT, ULTIMATELY, SO LIMITED.
DOOMED TO ONLY EVER USE
ONE TOOL IN HIS QUEST TO
REBUILD THE WORLD. HE NEVER
HAD THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE.




HE SITS NOW, ISOLATED AND
IGNORED. FRUSTRATED. A
= LESSON TO ALL WARLORDS.

HE WAS A ZEALOT. JUST
LIKE IN CORSICA, WHEN A
YOUNG SOLDIER FELT
CONSUMED WITH PURPOSE,
WITH A MISSION, HE WOULD
SHAVE HIS HEAD. STEPPING
OUTSIDE THE COMFORT OF
SOCIETY FOR THE PURITY
OF HIS OBSESSION. HIS
MISGUIDED INDIVIDUALISM.

. TAKE AWAY
THEIR CHOICES,

TAKE AWAY
THEIR FEAR,
AND THEY

WILL THANK
YOU FOR IT.
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THAT WAS WHAT VT P L
oMl THE DREAM OF .
L75N] OUR BUSINESS
i PARTNERSHIP,
EXTENSIVE
ENTERPRISES,
WAS ALL ABOUT. [

COBBLED TOGETHER
FROM THE DILAPIDATED

IT WAS ALL ABOUT
PRESENCE. INSTEAD
OF WAR, WE SOLD
"SECURITY."

HUNDREDS OF p
INDUSTRIES SLEEPING
WARMLY UNDER OUR

BLANKETS. AND THEY
COULDN'T WAIT TO




OF COURSE, POWEI
i

AND THEN, ONE DAY, WE MET

*.| A MAN WHO OFFERED OUR
COMPANY A NEW OPPORTUNITY.
| A NEW PLACE IN THE WORLD.

BIGGER THAN WE'D
EVER IMAGINED.

AND AS WE GREW IN
POWER, OUR APPETITE:

GREW STRONGER, TOO.
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{1
AND NOW, PERHAPS, V‘gE ARE *—!——-

.\

- )'/ ) |

SLAVES TO OUR GAME!

\

LIKE THE ONE MY BROTHER

AND T PLAYED WITH THAT
IDIOTIC “UNDERCOVE!

BUT WE TAUGHT HIM A GREAT

OF EVERYTHING. EVEN HOPE.

HAD OUR FUN. AND

‘W CHAPTER HAS BEGUN.




EVERYTHING FEEL
DIFFERENT NOW.
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EVERYTHING FEELS

DIFFERENT NOW.

109
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WHEN MY BROTHER
AND I MADE OUR
BRILLIANT REVEAL.

BUT THEN SOMEONE
TAUGHT ME AN
UNINTENTIONAL
LESSON. SHOWED ME
HOW MUCH OF A
PRISONER I'D BEEN.

IT WAS HORRIBLE. I'D
SUCH A

PART OF MY LIFE WAS
AT AN END.







I LAY THERE,
AWAKE, AND I REALIZED

WITH MY BROTHER. T
DIDN'T KNOW WHAT WAS
GOING ON.

[ 4 IFELT I WAS FALLING
i APART. SOMETHING
IMPORTANT WAS
BROKEN, AND THERE

WAS NO ONE TO
CATCH ME OR FIX IT.

MY BROTHER WAS
PRESENT... BUT NOT. HIS

OSENESS DID NOT
PROVIDE ANY SECURITY.

IN MY

COLD HOSPITAL
BED, I FELT NO
GRATITUDE.

AUSPT]




NN NN




I REMEMBER, IN THE TOYOTA WAR,

ALL YOU NEEDED WAS A PICKUP

AND A RELIABLE WEAPON AND YOU
FELT

WE HAD STRENGTH IN ARMS,
AND VICTORY WAS MEASURED
IN STRUGGLE, NOT PROFIT.

Yy

SSAMNANAANY
R

S
‘M“‘
(ESER
L

WHEN YOU COULD IMMEDIATELY i}
IZE THE VICTOR BY WHO LEFT

RECOGNI; ¥
THE MOST BODIES IN THEIR WAKE. HAVE SO MANY TOOLS, TM |-

LOSING PERSPECTIVE.




I MANAGE THE GROWTH O I ;
MANAGE THI WTH OF I FIND I NO LONGER

OUR EMPIRE, A TASK I FIND
THANKLESS AND HOLLOW. ¥ : HAVE ANY ANSWERS.

SIR, SECURITY
INSTALLATION HAS
BEEN RUSHED IN OUR
NEWEST CONTRACT.
WE'RE 30% BELOW

WE LIVE IN AN AGE WHERE
SOLUTIONS ARE MORE
PEOF\TABLE THAN CONFLICTS.

AS WE MATURE, ADVANCING THEOUGH
DOMESTIC INDUSTRIES,
LONGER FIND ANY ADVENTURE




INCREASINGLY, i\
I FIND MySELF

Rl ER,
|l | HELD AGAINST
. MY WILL.

AND LESS, T g%

WISH TO SPEND TIME [BE:

WITH HIM. BETWEEN S
S, I SENSE A |

GROWING TROUBLE.




EXTENSIVE ENTERPRISES. EVERYONE
KNOWS US. BUT INSIDER NOTORIETY

1S A PALE THING. || 7

i

\/ouNe ALNE
D LOI FOR
VAST, OPEN F\ELDSA

I'M A VETERAN I /
BUSINESSMAN, BUT |-
My HEABT BEBELS ;
= % '

o
)’ET EVEEYWHEEE 5

Bntensive Batorprises
AREWE I!IT DRAWN ONWARD TO NEW ERA 2

OTHER
INFLUENCE.

AS A BUSINESSMAN, T AM MISERABLE.
REATE NO COMRADES WITH THIS
DULL ECONOMIC POWER.

- I\‘_R‘Lﬂ




BUT THAT IS THE GREAT
LIE I MUST EMBRACE TO
REMAIN COMFORTABLE.

BUT IT IS IN CGMFOET
THAT I AM MADE




MY NAME S XAMOT
PAOLI, AND T WOULD
FORGET EVERYTHING....

| 7
..FOR FREEDOM FROM
BEING A SLAVE.
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NOT SO LONG AGO, I JOINED A =
| CRIMINAL ORGANIZATION. I THOUGHT My
I KNEW WHAT IT WAS, GOING IN.

(i)
Mgy, ||

®
gy

ST

=0
j ;
e
VR IR,

£ ill!lllll
ST i
SR LTS
L] HLLTSTETY T
- nnnont LLLLTLTTTT Y
) |

1]

WL A B ] RSN

[3] I DIDN'T. THE THINGS I SAW, Tt
THINGS T WAS MADE TO DO.
COULD NEVER HAVE IMAGINED.
SN / %

T 2 /

THERE ARE FACES AND
MOMENTS T SEE EVER:
NIGHT IN MY DREAMS.

TR

THEN I WAKE UP. AND
REALIZE THE REAL
NIGHTMARE S MY LIFE.




SO YOU WANT TO POACH
NOTHER ONE OF MY MEN
FOE YOUR DREAM TEAM.”

YOU REALLY NEED
TO ADJUST YO
ATTITUDE ABOUT THvs
COLGI\[IJEL ANDI REMIND
e}
SUPERIOR OFFICER.

YOU RECRUIT MY

OR I HEAR
THEY'VE DIED. KIA,
CAR ACCIDENTS,
PEOPLE IN
s‘ /@ND




EleGHT MARTIAL

YOURE

SURE TH/S

1S WHO YoU
WANT?

THE
CANDIDATES
JOU HAD ME
BRING INCLUDE
MEN WHO HAVE
MASTER'S DEGREES
IN ENGINEERING,
SPEAK FIVE
LANGUAGES, AND
CAN BULLSEYE
VE! LA]

..I DON'T AGRE!

NOT HIDDEN.

YOU TAKE AWAY
THESE PEOPLE'S L/VES
FOR YOUR LITTLE PRIVATE
WARS. ONE WAY OR
ANOTHER, YOU'RE KILLING

EVERY ONE OF YOUR
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you
WANTED TO
SEE ME,
siR?

—_—

D




7 YES, 1 DID,
SPECIALIST. YOU'VE
BEEN SELECTED TO

ON A

I COMMAND AN

ELITE UNIT WHO ARE THE

FINEST AT WHAT THEY DO.
E

=) ITH SOME NEW
TERRORIST-CONTROLLED
STATE.




UNDERCOVER.

WE HAD A
MAN INFILTRATE
A CRIMINAL
| QEGANIZATION IT WAS A BODY
YEAI WE'D ONLY
CALL THEMSEL\/ES RUMORS OF B
OBRA." HIS ACTIVITIES Fi FINALLY

EARD.

HIS
COMMUNICATIONS

GREW
Drs'ruxzawe FVNALLY
Y STOPPED.

FOUND THE
CORPSE OF THE
HANDLER IN A
MASS GRAVE.




OUTSIDE OF

THAT \NTEL HE 1S

Y
MISSION 15
TO GO IN AND
RETRIEVE
HIM.




I KNOW ABOUT
OUR DEPLOYMENT
N JAP

HE'S IN THE
WIND. THAT'S
WHY I NEED YOU,
SPECIFICALLY,
TO FIND HIM.

SIR, IF YoU
RECOVERED HER BODY
D NOT HIS, HOW CAN

“IN THE GARDEN."
YOU CAN
WALK IN

AN
INSTALLATION AND

O HEARD OR
NOTICED. THIS MISSION
REQUIRES SOMEONE

WITH THOSE SKILLS.
PLUS...
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IT ALL JUST FEELS TOO EASY.

THE APJUNCTS STANDING

IN THE FOYER DON'T EVEN

MAKE EYE CONTACT. JUST
d LIKE THAT, I'M IN.




‘\'J.)l‘ e A

-

VI S 2LV
MY I'VE SPENT THE LAST FIVE YEARS
TRA\

ﬁ’ﬁ E

WVELING AROUND THE WORLD WITH
TOMAX AND XAMOT PAOLI. T'VE SEEN
THEM DESTABILIZE NATIONS, BANKRUPT
CORPORATIONS, AND ASSASSINATE
ANYONE IN THEIR WAY.




AND ALREADY MY
EK IS OFF TO A
WONDERFUL START.

) m—

THIS IS My LEAST FAVORITE— [=|
AND MOST FREQUENT—

INOSER
KNOWS EXACTLY WHO T AM.
HE JUST WANTS TO GAWK.

OH. T'M
SOERY. BUT,

TRULY, TH
LIKENESS IS...
UNCANNY.

I SEE THESE KINDS OF MEN EVERY
YEAR AT THIS SUMMIT. A CHIEF OF
STAFF FOR THE ESTATE.

SOMEONE TO ORGANIZE THE

Al RDINATE WITH ALL
THE ADJUNCTS.

PROBABLY BECAUSE
THEY'RE ALWAYS SUCH
INCORRIGIBLE GOSSIPS.

131

THEY ALWAYS ASK ME THE SAME
QUESTIONS. BUT IT'S NEVER THE
SAME MAN TWICE. THE JOB HAS
A HIGH TURNOVER RATE.

YES.
UH, YES. YOUR
ITINERARY.




PROBLEM?

BUT WE DO
HAVE A REQUEST

AS...
AN ACCIDENT.

SINCE YOU'RE
CURRENTLY ONE

LIGHT, WE WERE
HOPING YOU COULD
SUPPORT US
THERE.

HIM

COULI
PERSUADE HIMZ

"cROC
MASTER"...7

F OUR

BUSINESS WORLD. HIS
QUARTERS ARE IN
THE EAST WING.
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T WAS THER
FAULT FOR SENDING :
A PLUMP ONE THE FELT BAD
LAST TIME, AFTER,

v 1 COULD TELL
WHAT THEY WERE
THINKING. AND I

KNEW I SHOULDN'T.
BUT I ASK YOU.
COULD YOU
RES(ST THAT
FACE?

THE—THE CHIEF
OF STAFF ASKED ME
N

ATTENDANCE AT THE
FIRST ARRANGEMENT
BANQUET. CAN I TELL
HIM TO EXPECT
youz

THEY'RE VERY BEAUTIFUL.
SIAMESE AND SALTWATER,
IF I'M NOT MISTAKEN.

THEY'LL BE WELL
TAKEN CARE OF
IN YOUR ABSENCE.

TLL SEE TO IT
PERSONALLY.

HOPE SO,
WE LIKE YOU
BETTER THAN “ : Vo
THe Lot = CAREFUL
ONE. » LEAVING.
THERE'S A
SLOPE.
P WOULDN'T
B WAnT TO
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BUT THIS PAST YEAR HAS SEEN

A CHANGE I DON'T UNDERSTAND.

B EVER SEEN SOMETHING

LIKE THAT BEFORE. Ze
THERE ARE MONSTERS

B — . AROUND EVERY CORNER.

HAVE TO COLLECT

MYSELF. CAN'T SHOW ¢
WEAKNESS HERE. -

T
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I SWEAR TO GOD,

IF YOU EMBARRASS

ME_IN FRONT OF
PEOPLE, I WILL

SE
KILL YOU MYSELF. DO
YOU UNDERSTAND
MEZ




OH,

MR. PAOLI. T
HAVE yOUR
ITINERARY.




SO, PLEASE
REMEMBER.

EVER NEED A
SYMPATHETIC
EAR...

S, T
L. THANK el
YOU. THAT'S :
VERY KIND. PROTHER

LE TENE. I AM NOT IN THE HABIT

AND DO
CHANGE CLOTHES
BEFORE THE
BANGUET; .YES! . THINGS ARE BAD.
AND GETTING WORSE.

WONDERFUL.

!
LA
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I PICKED UP CHUCKLES' TRAIL IN

vsTANBuL HED EOUGHT PHONY
OLD CONTACT

FEOM bt MEECENAEY DAYS.

/
I MISSED HIM BY TWO MONTHS IN
AZE!ZBA ISAN, ACCORDING TC His | o=
RUNNING PAETNERS = %
f HAD TG KH_L TWO OF Ti ;

THE TRAIL WENT COLD IN
AEEAEOVSK KRAI UNTIL

HEARD A LOCAL

g1 e
Eﬁ!mum 48 B1LAb 51T ey S




AND SO HERE I AM.

o

(/(/// ’\\\\ \\\

\\N\\// |

SOEEY "Easy.
D lM SO SOEEY
HANK
TRES

I wAs RECRUITED FIVE
HS AGO. THIS IS
MY FIRST MISSION.

I'M_AN EXPERT Al

BLENDING IN. AT HAWNG
PEOPLE SEE ONLY. WHAT
I WANT THEM TO SEE.







T WATCHED THIS

ARE you
KIDDING MEZ

No, you
LISTEN! YOU GET

146

O METHIN
UNDERCOVER'S

NOT YoUR
THERAPIST. YOU
ARE A SOLDIER

HAVE ORDERS.




You JusT
MISTOOK ME FOR

WORD FOR IT.

THEY USUALLY
"RETIRE" THESE




YOU THINK T
FAILED MY MISSION,
STARTED CRYING IN My
BEER AND GOT IN A

NOW GET RID
OF THESE BODIES. HE
HEARS SOME OPERATOR
BROKE IN HERE AND
CARVED THEIR WAY TO THE
CELLS, HELL THINK COBRA
FOUND US. ‘LL CL/
UP AND THIS WHOLE
N OP is BLOWN.

THIS ISN'T




YOU WAIT A

ONE WEEKZ

THERE'S A CRAZY SICILIAN
IN'THE NEXT HALL, LIED TO
SLICE PEOPLE
AZORS. BREAK it Ut o
THE CELL AND HAND HIM THE
2D. NOBODY'LL BELIEVE
S YOU HAVE AN EXTRA
BLADE AFTER THATZ

BE THERE
OR I COME
FIND YOU.
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WELL, SO
SORRY TO DISTURB
YOUR PRIVACY. AND

YOUR "WORK."

COMMAND. MYSELF,
MY BROTHER, AND
You.

1 WOULD HAVE

ARE MY ADJUNCT, AND 5
YOU TAKE VERY LONG
RS, AT'S

A MAN TO DO?

WHO KNOWS?
COMMENDATION/

BUT MORE LIKELY
FOR BOTCHING THE

ABOUT THAT.
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YES. WELL, NO
SENSE WORRYING

IN WHAT HAPPENS'
TO US...

fi=]

TRY A NEW
COAT OF POLISH.
SEE YOU IN THE
STAR CHAMBER IN
HALF AN HOUR.




I COULDN'T
SAY, MAAM.

YOU'RE NOT

MUSCLE. NOT A VER:
INTIMIDATING ESCORT
AT ALL.

WONDERFUL!
HEN YOUR

K You




AH. MS. LE TENE
HAS ARRIVED.

[l 2 R I'M SORRY. T
THOUGHT THIS
WAS TO BE IN
FRONT OF HIGH
COMMAND.

HA. NO.
HIGH COMMAND
WOULD NEVER
WASTE TIME ON
SOMEONE LIKE
You.

THIS IS
CRYSTAL BALL,
R O
TACTICS, AND
INQUISITOR
GENERAL.

HE
REPRESENTS
HIGH COMMAND

THIS

IN THI
MATTER.




THERE ARE NO_

SO YoU ARE

AT THE BEHEST
OF THE CRIMSON
TWINS, YOU CARRIED
RELATIONSHIP

C

ON A REI
WITH AN UNDERCOVER
. AGENTS

JOE

BY THE END
OF THIS AFFAIR, HE
MANAGED TO DESTROY

'AN_IMPORTANT R¢D
PROJECT AND ESCAPE
WITH HIS LIFE.




YOU ARE
AFRAID.

SHE DID NOT HELP
HIM, BUT SHE IS WEAK.
SHE IS YOUR EMPLOYEE,
D IT'S FOR YOU TO
DECIPE WHETHER SHE

NOT.
drroee WAY 7o BENEATH
HIGH COMMAND'S
NOTICE.

MS. LE TENE,
YOU MAY GO.
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PN

COME ON,
PARTNER. THIS IS
A JAILEREAK.
T2
LLyz/




NEVER LOST
THE TASTE, MAN.
WHY DO You
THINK T'M IN
HERE?

°

OH MAN.
THE WORLD
HAS NO IDEA
\ WHAT IT'S /M
FOR.

THEY'LL NEVER
SEE US'COMING. TWO
GUYS LIKE US? MONEY,
WOMEN... WE'LL JUST
TAKE 1T ALL. FREEDOM

IS GONNA TASTE
S0 6O0D.

OH YEAH.
GONNA BE
REAL SWEET.




How THE HELL TRE
DID YOU GET
EXPLOSIVES?

THE DUTIES
THEY'VE HAD ME
WORKING.

GOT SOME FERTILIZER
FROM THE GARDEN.
Z-GRADE STUFF, BUT IT'LL
0. SOME CLEANING

{

JEEZ! THEY
NEVER TAUGHT ME
YTHING LIKE
THAT. WHERE'D YOU
HOSPHORUS. A} CET THAT KIND OF
i

SORRY ABOUT
THE MONEY AND
THE WOMEN YOU
WERE GOING TO
“TAKE."

[
47
BUT YOU ARE
AN _INTEGRAL
PART OF THE
PLAN. E
] A




¥ IANEW IT!T
KNEW IT WOULD
woRk! %

A /(1/‘} S :
/'\@/5///// )

S A Pl
[
N

v K.
A Bl T 4
N N NO, NO.
B O AN T'S JUST BASIC
N "\\ CHEMISTRY.




NEXT IS

'%,«.r,«@
e X

WHAT ABOUT
ASYLUMZ My
CITIZENSHIPZ

YOU'RE SOME
KIND OF ENGINEERING

GENIUS, RIGHTZ T'M SURE
ASYLUM WON'T BE A
PROBLEM.

AR

xm,.. .“_-n;;‘% :

|

BECAUSE you
WANT OUT. YOU'LL
GET IT ONE WAY
OR ANOTHER.

BUT THERE'S
N

5
D
BACK. YOL'EE PONE.

ND'OF STORY.

162

FROM HERE
ON OUT I'M
> LONE.




TWO PAYS PAST THE DEADLINE. :
HE STILL HASN'T SHOWN. P

HE'S NOT COMIN

T TS
FROM WHAT I COULD TELL, IT WAS A

SO MA!
THE EXPLOSION,
TO TELL WHAT'S WHAT FOR SOME TIME.

FIND HIM THERE.

I COULD GO AFTER HIM. I COULD
PROBABLY PICK UP HIS TRAIL.
BUT T. HE GAVE ME
SOMETHING TO DISSUADE ME.

THOSE COORDINATES
FOR THE MEET MADE
GOOD ON ONE PROMISE.
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TELLS ME,

LIKE I CAN'T
HANDLE IT.

U
HIS ESCAPE Pl
COMMUNICATIONS
SETUP?

UNTRACEABLE RIDE
FIVE MILES BACK IN
THE JUNGLE AN

LIKE I DON'T WORK
FOR THE MOST SECRET
ORGANIZATION IN THE
WORLD. LIKE AFTER ALL

THIS, T' IDDENLY

ONNA GET-










SOME SMALL PART OF ME
KNOWS HOW PATHETIC IT IS
TO BE THIS UNNERVED.

COBRA RULES B
TERROR. FEAR IS

THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE
PEOPLE IN THIS ORGANIZATION
LIVE EVERY DAY IMMERSED IN
IT. HOW DO THEY FUNCTIONZ

LIKE THIS RIDICULOUS,
NERVOUS KID... MATTZ
NO, MAX. HE LOOKS
TERRIFIED.

I-I'M SORRY,
MS. LE TENE, T
SEEM TO HAVE
LOST My PLACE
AGAIN...

ALMOST UNBEARABLE.

...S-SO WHAT
I WAS SAYING
WAS, BASICALLY,
UH...

- -
... THESE NEW
PROTOCOLS ARE
COMELICATED,
O
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OH, WHO CARES
ABOUT THE DAMN
PROTOCOLS? I'VE BEEN

\DIUN

o
SENDING DOWN SOME
T IOT TO
WASTE MY TIME!
S o

.0

E\/EEYONE

you RE DOING
[E JOB, Al
o BENEF\TS NO
E IF
TEIZIZOE\ZED WeiLE

AT YOUR
SERVICE.

AND THAT IS
APPRECIATED.
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BEQUIRE THEM.

NO, IT DOESN'T

OR A CHARITY?Z

YOU'RE RIGHT.
THIS ISN'T REALLY
HE TIME OR THE
E. PLE,




A FEW HOURS LATER I SE

E
1 HIM I HEIR
F——— INQUISITOR, "CRYSTAL BALL."

i

IREEA

THEY'RE TALKING

ABOUT ME. THE

BOY IS TELLING HIM
RT.

L1

dl
g

OF COURSE you
WERE, ERIKA. YOUVE
SINCE

BOUT YOU.







mova N | |

CHAMELEON,

DID You
HURT THE
BOY?




TO HIM?

OT YOI
"REVENGE.”




WHEN THEY
GET HERE, THEY
CAN CLEAN UP WHAT'S
R

ET
PERIMETER WERE

YOU THINK
THERE'D BE A
STRUGGLE?

NOTHING IS

PEOPLE.




-/[// ]
‘.',/




YOU'RE A
SOLDIER. THI:
NO'

S IS
N

TAKING DOWN

ANYMORE.

DO WHAT you
THINK IS BEST,
"SPECIALIST."

I'M MOVING
OUT IN FOUR
HOURS. DON'T_BE




EreanE

N'T ADVANTAGES.
TO BEING PART.
THIS ORGANIZATION.

IMMEDIATELY.




You
WANTED TO
SEE ME,
SIR?

YES,
MS. LE TENE.
UNFORTUNATELY,
YOU WON'T BE

YOUR OLD
P \OUR
CHUCKLES IS
ENCAMPED THREE
MILES FROM HERE. HE'S
PLANNING SOME SORT
OF ATTACK. WE'RE
SENDING A VIPER
TEAM TO KILL HIM.
WE WANT YOU TO
BE THERE.

A "SECOND
CHANCE.”

THEY'RE
EQUIPPING
IN_THE SOUTH

ME LATER.

I DON'T NEED TO
TELL YOU HOW RARE
SECOND CHANCES

ORGANIZATION.




OF COURSE, EVEN THAT
WOLULD BE TOO EASY.

MR. PAOLI. YOUR BROTHER
JUST ASSIGNED ME TO
LEAD THESE MEN. I'M
AFRAID TM LEAVING
IMMEDIATELY.




MR. PAOL|
GAVE EXPLICIT
ORDERS—

INTERROGATING
HIM.

MY APOLOGIES,
MA’AM. OF COURSE
THAT WON'T Bi
NECESSARY.




XAMOT'S INSANE. THAT
MUCH HAS BECOME CLEAR.
FOR ME TO ACTUALLY BE

LISTENING TO HIM...

UT IT'S NOT AS.
IF T HAVE ANOTHER
OPTION, IS IT?

L THERE'S JUST A SKELETON
MIGHT ACTUALLY 3 9

s CREW WATCHING THE PERIMETER.
WOREKHITISINCH: ALL THE OTHERS ARE GUARDING
THE CEREMONY. EVERY BIT OF
SECURITY IS FOCUSED ON IT.

AND RIGHTFULLY SO. ALL
THE EXECUTIVES ARE THERE.
WHICH MEANS T DON'T HAVE
TO WORRY ABOUT THAT
LUNATIC “CROC MASTER."
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MY NAME
ERIKA LE TENE,

LIEUTT IN_co

OF BALTIC INTERESTS,
AND SPECIAL ENVOY TO
THE MIDDLE EAST.

I DON'T CARE
ABOUT YOUR

E, RANK AND
SERIAL NUMBER, GIRL.

WH:
WONDERING IS
WHERE YOU'RE

GOING.

DID A JEEP
PASS BY

A TEEP!
YOU MUST
HAVE SEEN—

NO! STOP!

YOU'RE G.I. JOE,
RIGHT? OBVIOUSLY.
YOU MUST BE.

YOU HAVE
A MAN OUT
THERE. CHUCKLES.

ABOUT HIM.
THEY
JUST SENT

©
KILL HIM.




























.3

MS. LE TENE/!
ABE... WHAT
HAPPENED?Z

I'M SORRY, I

DON'T_KNOW WHAT

YOU'RE TALKING
ABOUT.

WELL... T
WAS OBVioUsLY
LOOKING...

SOMEHOW.
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THESE FIELD
S

ESSING

CORPORATIONS, AND I
AM WILLING TO ‘SHARE 4
ALL OF IT FOR
ASYLUM.
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I'M NOT
SURRENDERING.
I'M DEFECTING.
I'M COMING IN.

1

DON'T
LISTEN TO S
HER. KILL

HER.

YOU CAN'T
TRUST ANYTHING

JINX CAPTUREDZ
KILLED?
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Vi -

SO STUPID. RULE NUMBER
ONE: YOU NEVER TURN YOUR
BACK ON ANYONE THAT IS
NOT IN YOUR UNIT. EVER.

BUT HE WAS JUST A KID.
WEAK AND NERVOUS. I DIDN'T
GIVE IT A SECOND THOUGHT.
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YOU CAN'T BE
SERIOUS. YOU
WON'T MAKE IT A
@\ HALF-MILE LI
THAT.
HE DIED.
A LOT OF
OTHER PEOPLE

w

HY YOU DON
BELONG HERE.

Oy
LISTEN. WE'RE
ALL EMOTIONAL
OVER WHAT JUST
HAPPENED.
NO, YOU'}
\ EMOTION, M

TAKE HER AND
GET OUT OF HERE.
BURY THE KID OR
DON'T, IT DOESN'T

YOU NEVER
SHOULD HAVE
COME.




I FIRST MET YO
AGENT CHUCKLES FIC E\@HT‘EN

OINT.
\NTENT\ONALLY FED T
EVEXITUALLY AFFECT Sur

succéssFux_ IN DESTROYING
- 2 OPERATION.

| oS, LyAs
O OVER PREPARING TO
TS EVERTS MOVE OUT, XAMOT
OF YESTERDAY PAOLI, WHOM I NOW
< EVENING BELIEVE TO BE
AGAIN, INSANE—

ONCE TOMAX AND




WHAT CHOICE
DID T HAVEZ EVEN
IF THEY DIDN'T HAVE
ORDERS 1O EXECUTE

ME,

WOULD, EVENTUALLY.
T'D SEEN TOO MUCH
AND THEY DIDN'T
TRUST ME
ANYMORE.

™

WHAT
HAPPENED
WITH THE
BOY?

INCIDENTALLY,
THE INQUISITOR
WAS ALSO THE BOY'S

IS OWN

BASICALLY SENT HIM
TO HIS DEATH.

NGINEERED THE
WHOLE THI

IT SEEMS OBVIOUS
NOW THAT HE
WAS UNDER THE THRALL OF
| THE GRAND INQUISI
SYCl

ING.

LET'S BE
CLEAR ON THIS.
YOU DON'T WORK

FOR US.

YOU ARE A
MEMBER OF A
RIST
(Z‘EZGAN!ZAT\ON, AND YOU

OF THE
INFORMATION yOU
PROVIDE.

202

LET'S GET,
BACK TO THE
CAMPS YOU
MENTIONED IN THE
BALKANS. TH
SPECIFIC
LOCATIONS
OF—




YOURS
NICELY.

IT SHOULD.
IT'S THE

YOu LOST
youE TARGET.
MAIN
OBJECTWE YOu LET
IM WALK, WOUNDED,
NTO THE
USH.

WHY IN GOD'S

E THATZ

IR, IT WAS NOT

ViABLE OBJECTNE SHE WAS HEALTHY,
G, AND HAD MORE
N ORMATION.

ACCEPTABLE.
oU'
DISMISSED.
SIR, IF I MAY...
AS I SAID, CriLes
1S MOST LikELY DEAD.
T WOULD LIkE 70

OMN\ENDAT\ON

PENIED. THIS IS
G.I. WE DON'T.
po COMI\;ENDAT\ONS
AN

D/S/WGQED

LEON.




SCREW
You, sie.
THAT MAN T
SAW... HE WAS

BROKEN. WHATEVER
HE HAD INSIDE, IT HAD
WHAT He ENDU\ZED
HNMA/\//TY

HE KILLED THE
AN

INGUISITOR USED
HIS SON!

I THANK GOD IN

LOOSE ON IT!

THIS ISN'T My
MILITARY. YOU AREN'T
SOLDIERS. AND I DON'T
WANT ANYTHING TO
DO WITH 6.I. TOE
EVER AGAIN.
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l

THEY PROBABLY
DON'T EVEN

I YELLED AT HAWK. AT
WK. AND T QUIT. YOU R WITH
DON'T QUIT G.I. JOE. COURTS-MARTIAL.
" THERE'S PROBABLY
A HOLE IN
THE DESERT BEING
DUG FOR ME RIGHT—

REQUEST
GRANTED. I
|

1S

|

-~







WORRY, THIS ISN'T
T

AFE LOCATION
HERE.

MOVE. YOU'RE STILL TOO
WEAK. ALSO, WE'VE GOT

Y
NEAR|
YOU REALI
REMARKABLE MAN.
THAT'S WHY, WHEN T
HEARD YOU'D SURVIVED,
T WANTED TO SEE

YOU MYSELF. TO
m ASSURE YOU... 4
A - W
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EVERYTHING THAT
MADE DEALING
WITH SOCIOPATHS
TOLERABLE.

QUESTION.

HOW THE HELL
DO YOU KEEP
YGUIZ SkiN LookiNe

GO E

you JusT ELESSED

HOW ARE
You POING
THIS
MORNINGZ

YEAHZ WELL THE

& 1 YOHU DONAT -

oU S| S| 7 T GO THROUGH THE

RS o TALK TO YOU. GENERAL. YOI
THROUGH ME. YOU CAN

JUST_CALL ME THE
FIREWALL.
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I'VE ALREADY TOLD
YGU ABOUT MY FAMILY.
WEEKS NOW. YOUVE
BEEN ASKING ME THE
QUESTIONS
S8 AND Vs ACAN
FOR WEEKS.

DO YOU KNOW
HOW TO EFFECTIVELY
HOSTILE P\ZISONEIZ WHO

HAS BEEN HIGI
TRAINED INHEESKSTANCE

IN

1PO,
ACTUALLY.
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SHE KEEPS ASKING ME
THE SAME

THE TRUTH. TO SEE IF
ANY DETAILS CHANGE.

214

CAN I GET A
CIGARETTEZ

//’”"\\ \ //

/ IT'S THE SAME PATHETIC
( STORY EVERY TIME.




"HOME WAS A FORMER

COMPANY, A A
RETAINED SOME LAND AF‘IER —
THE FALL OF SAIGON.

"CHON THANH, AFTER THE WAR, WAS
NOT SUCH A BAD PLACE. BY THE TIME
I WAS BORN, THE RE-EDUCATION.
CAMPS HAD CLOSED AND THE EXOPHQ
AND BLOODSHED WERE ALL BUT OVER.

2]

I CAN ONLY.. ASSUME [T WAS
IBE WD DIPLOMA

\OUR GROUNDS

SINO-INDOCHINESE
WAR. HE'D FOUGHT
HOUSE TO-HOUSE W
LANG SON.

S%LLITHEAST ASIA, BUT
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L ONLY SAW MUM A FEW TIMES A
YEAR. NEVER FOR LONG. NEVER WITH
MY FATHER, WHO DIDN'T EVER VISIT.

v

“BUT IN THE LONG STRETCHES
WHEN MUM WAS
LD TELL M

\STILL, T WAS THE DAUGHTER OF LANDED
QExT)?Y. WHEN I TURNED EIGHT, I WAS

SENT OFF TO THE BEST POSSIBLE
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN HONG KONG.
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IT WAS ONLY A
YEAR OR SO AFTER
THAT T EECE\VED
WORD SHE Al
Yres LAD BEEN
KILLED.

COBEA Fou ]




WEEK THIRTY, SHE COMES IN WITH A
DIFFERENT KIND OF SMILE ON HER FACE.

HAVE I GOT A
PRESENT FOR
YOU TODAY...

...OH, YOU MUST

HAVE BEEN A RIOT AT
ALL THOSE COBRA
DINNER PARTIES.

=Y
F

THESE Al
HANDCUF
KEYS.
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TURNS OUT YOUR
MOM WASt:IA THLEED IN

DE: sﬂzo D YO SuR HGUSE
BADLY HURT, SURE, BUT
SHE SURVIVED.

GOT TAKEN IN

BROUGHT HER IN ON
SUSFICION OF CONNECTION

AND WITH YOUR FAMILY
HISTORY...

JUST TELL ME
WHAT you WANT,
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WE'VE
DISCOVERED COBRA
HAS A CELL OPERATING
IN BALTIMORE. JUST
ABOUT 50 MILES FROM

3 THEY'VE GOT A
L FULLY FUNCTVONING b hse
(i IDERNEATH SOME

HARDWARE STOPE ON
LIGHT STREET.

SO, WE WANT YOU
TO o0, IN FO\Z usN
T,
AND B\ZIN@ \‘r BACK

ID SAVE ME THE TRIP.

WE COULD GO IN
THERE AND TAKE THEM
OUT, NO PROBLEM. BUT
THEN THEY'D KNOW WE
WERE ONTO THEM ALSO,
THERE'S NO WAY WE'D BE

ABLE TO GET ALL THE

220

YOU'LL BE
GOING IN AS
HER.




L.. I'VE NEVER

KILLED ANYONE

IN'COLD BLOOD
BEFORE.

BUT THAT SUIT




| I |
IT WAS SURPRISINGLY EAS!

B

LIS [T [T

B
SRy
R\ it

N
THE ANGER I NEED.
R

) ’ T JUST THINK ABOUT
i HER, A

ID I HAVE ALL
/\\

[ [

THE SERVER IS\
THROUGH HERE, BUT
YOU SHOULDN'T—

WITH THE WAY.
THIS INSTALLATION
IS BEING RUN, DO yoU

WE NEED AN
IDENT-CHIP
OR SERIAL
NUMBER—

A TWENTY-FIVE-




OF COURSE

THERE'D BE SOMEONE

HERE WHO ACTUALLY
KNEW HER.

YOU. WITH ME.

HAVE LEFT TO
TALE.




4 E
SHE'D NEVER 3 HERSELF SEE.

WHY DO You
THINK SHE NEVER
GOT RID OF yoU?

BECAUSE SHE

NEEDED YOU.

Y.

I—I'M
SURPRISED.

YOU WERE...
ACTUALLY CLOSE
TO HERZ YOU HAD A
RELATIONSHIP? SHE
FAVORED YOUZ




STILL
GETTING
SICKZ IT'S
BEEN THREE
DAYS.

TOTAL CONFUSION. THEY INSIST THE
BARONESS ARRIVED
AND TOOK THEIR INTEL,

E CELL ABOVE
| WS Mose AND MORE
CONVINCED THEY SOLD IT
\ TO A 3RD-PARTY
BIDDER.

SMART MOVE WIPING

YUP. THAT'S
ME. CLEAN
HANDS.

I'VE GOT.




IT'S VERY SIMPLE.

BUT... I DON"
UNDERSTAND! ALL

FATHER.
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NOBODY.
IT DOESN'T
MATTER.

TS VERY \')\Fr-‘lcuA_TAS -
WERE ALOT VAERIED 1O HE 1S

MAN,
BT HE WAS NOT WHAT

YOUR
TRUST IS
SUBSTANTIAL.
YOULL BE
CARED FOR.

YOU WERE
MY REVENGE.

I WAS SO
FOOLISH...
TOGET] HE\Z s

700 IMPORTANT...

-.WELL, SOME
OTHER DAUGHTER
FROM NOWHERE. IT'S
JUST NOT DONE. ALL
THIS POINTLESS.
DRAMA...

REVENGE?




ON'T

/ you |
WON'T SEE |5}
ME AGAIN.

QUARTERS.

COME WITH ME.

OBVIOUSLY, YOUR I HATE THAT EVERYONE
AMENITIES WILL BE I'VE EVER KNOWN HAS

IMPROVING. ONLY SEEN ME AS
SOMETHING TO BE USED.
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EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED

WILL BE ON THIS BASE. IN

A FEW WEEKS, TLL START
ASSEMBLVNG A STAFF

I HATE THAT THEY WOULD THINK
I'M SO STUP/D, THEY COULD HIRE
D ACTRESS TO

PLAY M \OTHER AND
WOULPN'T KNOW THE DIFFEEENCE

Y N WELL, FIREWALL I' SURE
/ coDE NAMES 70V yoULL AceeE ThAT N ORCeR
B)/ EEASVNG THE\E NO ONE VN >/

DEN
IDENTITIES. NEoNcEALED MofE CEUCIALLY

THAN

THEM THINK THEY CAN USE ME.

AS I UNDERSTAND
IT, ONE HAS RECENTLY
BECOME AVAILABLE.

THEY'LL NEVER KNOW. IVE
BEEN PLAYING THIS G

ALL MY LIFE, THEY LL NE\/EIZ

SEE THE REAL N BE

WHATEVER ANYONE LOOK{NG

AT ME NEEDS TO S

229



WA S awmEmm e |
IR mmm

[




——/’_—____’——

s el 1 T I

L T |
E——————

|




...A GROUP OF \
AT THE END OF
NS PRIEIolooETs = THER WORK, THEY

ON
NAMED CARLSMITH AN D RFO WERE TO!
FESTINGER CONDUCTED A Ol THE NEXT PERSON

THEN, THEY

AFTER THEY WERE
PAID, EVEEYON E WAS \§
ASKED HOW THEY FELT
ABOUT THE TASK. IF IT
WAS ACTUALLY “FUN"
OR NOT.

WS PAID g J
WolLD BE smsmso AND Ygggg PEEE,
IJLTS WERE

NrebEETRE.




THE REALITY ;’HAT THE

S0,
THEY LIE. TO
LLAR [S NOT ENOUGI
EXTERNAL JUSTIFICATION FOR o THEMSELVES.
THIS DISSONANCE.

/55757,

THIS

MEN WHO ROB \
BN 2L FOR ]\v‘oﬁiy
RE SELDOM ACTUAL,
\CTIONS, DESPITE CLINICAL SOCIOPATHS.

HOW OTHER PEOPLE THEY ARE NOT

MIGHT CHOOSE TO A INSANE.

S " - I /;
\‘\// 7%

~
SIMPLE

E WHO
TRULY FREE.







AND THIS LITTLE
SPEECH S SUPPOSED
TO, WHAT, MAKE ME
REALIZE ALL THE
HORRIBLE THINGS T'VE
DONE ARE ACTUALLY
KAYZ




o (§



IF YOU THINK.
you VE ! SOMEHOW

Doc\Ln'y I EEM\ND You

EXACTLY.
AND YOU THINK
KEEPING AROUND
A MAN WHO CAN
DO THAT IS
POINTLESS?

1 PQ WHEN
'S OUR
THEOATS




I FEEL YOUR
INCREASINGLY
CONTRARIAN OPINIONS
KEEP ME "ON MY TOES"
QUITE ENOUGH FOR My
INGIST ON—

I
It
: ¥
[ =
HE'S VER.
SERIOUS.
I
(i
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1 O SN

NEW GUY TODAY. NOT MY
ESCORT. PLUS, HE'S STILL
OUT LAST NIGHT'S BOOZE.

RE. THEY LET

USUAL

SWEATING

. I CAN WERE TRYING TO COAX ME INTO
PT, SLOPPINESS LIKE

SMELL IT FROM HERE. THE: AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT,
THESE GUYS PARTY AT NIGHT?Z THIS WOULD BE THE WAY TO DO IT.

NEW GUY DOESN'T KNOW MY
BODY LANGUAGE. HE WON'T
oW TO \D MY STRIDE
SOMETHIN

RHEAD DOZIN(
AT A GREEN ZONE
CHECKPOINT.







]

HAD THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE
THERE. D BE LUCKY TO TAKE
ONE OF THESE GUYS IN A
STRAIGHT FIGHT.




THIS REALLY DOES
SEEM TOO EASY.

TAKE ME ALIVE. REHABILITATE ME. BRING

AND MAKE MY EXIT.
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L
DAMAGE AS I'D HOPED. ROOF
DIDN'T COLLAPSE. BUT STILL, IT
TAKES THEM TEN MINUTES TO
GET TO THE WALL TO FOLLOW ME.




BLAST MY WAY OUT OF THE
COMPOUND. ESCAPE INTO
THE COUNTRYSIDE. IT'S THE

MOST BVIOUS ROUTE. THE
MOST DIREC

AND THEY WON'T KNOW

I FouND A SCHEMATIC
OF ALL THE

sEcuEtW TRIPWIRES.

AND THAT IM MAV.ING

WAY TO
BOSE WL Trgy ALL
RUN OUT THE FRONT.




COLD AND ALPIN
WE STILL IN RUSSIA?

OTTA MAKE AT LEAS

i roRe SLEEP SUE\/EY

THE LAND AS T G A
LISTEN FOR MOTORS. eoTTA

WATCH OUT FOR.

GIVE HIM THE
NON-DOMINANT
Does WILL
ULL,
AND WHEN THEY




I
REMEMBERED
THIS WAS IN THE
GLOVE BOX,
HOUGH.

BETWEEN THE "MAP" AND
I

SOONER THAN ID LIKE.

IDN'T
ET.

I'M NOT HEARING ANY
PURSUIT VEHICLES. BUT
THAT'S ACTUALLY WHAT
HAS ME—

SHOULD HAVE




YoUE HEAp
No. you
ZCFBVX\IES WOULDNT WIN
ey HAT FIGHT.

I'LL TAKE
THAT BET.

SUBMARINEZ

YOU WON'T
FIND ME
BEFORE I FIND
YOU AGAIN.

MAYBE. THEN
WHATZ WHAT WILL YOU
VEN Tt




BUT BEFORE yOU

I'LL GIVE
YOU TOMAX
AHAHAHA. AND XAMOT.

YOU DESTROYED

AT
. >
THE ABDICATION OF THeoUGH THEM,
THEIR MOST >
LIEUTENANT.

THROUGH THEIR
AND WHATEVER
YOU DID 1O THEM ~ JALHRES.  AND FAILURE
PERSONALLY HAS 1S NOT AN
ALL BUT DESTROYED OPTON |

THEIR RELATIONSHIP. -




G.l. JOE,
TEEE NRE AMORAL
YOU WERE MADE
ORGANIZATIONS. BOTH OF
THEM PAVE THE ROADS TO T9,EXECUTE YOUR

E_THE
PARTNER. YOUR
THEIR OBJECTIVES WITH | SUE0 NEE 224
THAT GUN IN YOUR
HAND, YES.

INNOCENT BODIES.

BUT WHO PUT you

EXCEPT FOR

IE_M
RS. GIVE 80% OF
NAKED MAYHEM. E_ PROFITS TO ANIMAL  BETTER YET,
YOURSELF, AND AFTER CRUELTY CHARITIES USE IT TO EXACT
REMOVED, YOU CAN RUN FOR ALL I CARE. 4 REVENGE ON THE
THEIR ORGANIZATION ANY PEOPLE WHO
WAY YOU SEE FIT. MAN;I/’OUIIJ-ATED
















~

HH

Joui

T ( THANKS,
SAKI.

SAME TIME

TOMORROW.

R

j—:-l




FOR YOU.




ATTEND TO
i ON T
"\ FOURTH LEVEL.

GOTTA GO Y
ATTEND TO ~
THE BOSS!

WHERE
/& YOUR
BROTHER?




No. you
CANT KILL
M YET.

NO PROBLEM.
E

EXACTLY
H

HA\/E7 HA\/E Y

KNOW WHAT
My JOB IS,
CHUCKLES?

UseD 76" TH\NK

'ro LS Y HAS
OMETHING TO DO
W COMPUTERa,




L XA ’v‘

X
XL D

A\ "4

E}
g e
IST WHERE YOU ARE,

;
HERE YOU'RE GOING
WHAT YOU'RE
ING TO DO.
i
@
AVE YC

I )

AND 9
)

‘O é

&




WHAT ARE
YOU DOINGZ

N | N\W\

== THAT
WOMAN IS
ONE OF THE

=N CHEFS.

OAH WELL
EXPLAIN ww s
N MESS/ER IN
THEIZE NOW THAN
IT WAS BEFORE.




WHAT ARE
YoU DOING TO
US, BROTHER?!

FRATERNIZING

You
WHY ARE YOU
BEHAVING THIS WAYZ
IS IT TO PUNISH ME FOR
SOMETHINGZ I DON'T
UNDERSTAND.

COMPREHEND THAT?Z

uanif) o

WHY ARE YOU

DESTROYING
usz d
15

Samiiii=

I'M NOT
DESTROYING
, TOMAX. T'
SAVING US.

THE
SOMMANDER ISN'T




HE'S BECOME

HE IS OUR PLANNED
REPLACEMENT. THIS
ISN'T A GAME.




YOU'LL BE
UNVEILING
THIS.

A NEW
ROOMBAZ

IT LISTENS FOR
KEY PEE-PEOG%}SED
AGENDA. IT NOTICES WHO

perify. c (13130 3H (IEO‘H)!NY:
no

ory ftel

C KPOINT 2
1menmry 1rea
CHECKFOINT:

CRECKPOINT
CRECKPOY™
<4837) &
€4837)
€4837)
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FIRST OF
ALL, INVENTIONS
Al TS
LIKE THIS MAKE
US WEALTHY.

SHABILZE T, ON QuR
D I
OUR FAVOR.

THE SAME THING
EVERY COMDANY
COUNTRY AND
MIL\TAEY HAS EVER
WANTED. INCLUDING

MO 230 19 22:38:28 value of 513
u’;u-o:d uug( file nane
an°19°22138:78 TsqaTrusel o
\QufckBooks Data\Creative Fim

8:28 CreateqsInuyll
min\w(:\woks
fimAagtcke Datacreative Fin <

froxnr: non 7an 19 22:36:40 vacal i

Z
MOBE BOBOTS

ALSO, MILITARY
APPLICATIONS ARE ALMOST

\TORS.

THIS MACHINE
SEES AND HEARS
EVERYTHIN

TELLS YOU EXACTLY \
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YOU STILL SEE
US AS VILLAINS IN A
SATURDAY MOENANe

I UNDERSTAND

BUSINESS. THAT'S THEIR
TEMPERAMENT.

NOT MINE.

WHAT WAS THAT
AW GOD!

IS,
CconsipER. Zver
POSSIBLE EOAD
LE!
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"WHAT DOES HE DOZ
JUST GRIEVOUSLY INJURE
YOUR MEN HERE?"




I COULD
TAKE THIS
GUY.

266




HEY.
JACK LORD.
YOU WANNA

DANCE?

N~

AH, WELL.
LUNCHTIME,
ANYWAY.

ANYBODY

GONNA GET
THESE GUYS TO
THE INFIRMARY?Z

WHO AM 12
FLORENCE
NIGHTINGALEZ

LN B




WANT TO BE A
SUPERVILLAINZ

ME? PLEASE.

THEY LEAVE.

I'M NOT HERE TO
RUN AROUND IN SOME
RIDICULOUS UNIFORM
WITH A RIFLE. I'M JUST

HERE TO BOX.

HAD MIUTAE\/

N'T CARE MuCH FOIZ
THE Mlss)[\oN

268







I WAS
BE COURT-

GONNA
-MARTIALED.
AND THE OTHER MEN

N

AND MET THE
COMMANDER.

YOU: THE COMMANDER
1S WHY TM HERE.

I WAS A LOST




you
LOOKED INTO
THAT GIRL'S

=4 es,
T T

| il
I |l
| i i
| | l

|
!
1
|

WE'RE SOLDIERS.
SOLDIERS COMPLETE
THEIR MISSION, NO

MATTER WHAT'S

IN OUR WAY.




THE co»AyMANDEIZ
e Teee

WHY ARE you

WITH THOSE
PISGUSTING onvLE?
YOU CAN DINE WIT}
H\GH COMMAND
YOU KNOW.

I HAVE NO
IDEA WHY WE PUT
AH, CHUCKLES.
2RoTRG Sou I'VE

COMMANDER. F JAPANZ




GOOD.
YOU MUST KNOW THAT

OUR ISLAND IS

HE WAS GEEN.
D

RUNNING LIGHTS ON.

ABOUT THISZ

HEH HEH NO.

WE W/ OU T¢
DETONATE o EHABGES
WE CED ON THEIR DAM FOR
B e ki OF OCCASION,
FLOODING THE TOWN IN
WHAT APPEARS TO BE
ACCIDENT.




I PASSED.
NOW, T NEED
SOME LUNCH.




THIS IS A DISASTER.




NOBODY TRUSTS ME.

E
OBTUSE, XAMOT.
EVERYONE THINKS
YOU'RE INGANE.

EVERYONE
EXCEPT YOU.




—J
CAN you

BELIEVE—

AGAINST US?

THIS 1S WHAT.

MAKING US




AETUALLY...
G ON
ACKIN,

I DIDN'T
ACTUALLY
MAKE o




NI )
7 ) NET

THAT
WAS STUPID.
STOP BEING

AN IDIOT.

SERIOUSLYZ
DO YOU kNOwW
WHO YOU'RE
TALKING TOZ

YOU BETTER
GET OUT AND |

P\ STAY OUT.




WHAT

YOU DOING?

YOU GOTTA BE
SMART.

YOU ENOW
HOW I GOT
THIS JAWZ

14

7%
/VOT BEING Y\
GMA? T IS H

B

HE WORKS.

THE, EEASDN
HE' 6 oy
wair TS SE o
YOU'

15 i TaE
wATE\z wm»i SHAEKS
KE TH;

UNPEEaTAND?




RE'S BEEN AN

THE!
ALTERCATION. YOUR BROTHER
WAS ATTACKED BY... BY OUR
NEWEST MEMBER OF HIGH
COMMAND.

No
i/ INJURIES. BUT 8
ANY ALTERCATIONS
INVOLVING HIGH
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CORPORAL,
I'M GOING IN TO
SEE My BROTHER. I

BECAUSE WHEN THIS,
1S Al ovuT, IT's
uNLVKE)E(L\/ you LL F\ND youE

SO PEEST GIGUS







UP,

CHIN
I , SOLDIER.
i ) YOU'RE DOING
3 AN IMPORTANT
’ 9 JOB.
|

>

LEVEL B AT 13:30. MAKE

T rsamy @

UNDERSTOOD,
SiR. ‘

IT LOOK SLOPPY.










. WH:
NDING
HEREZ WE NEED TO BE
IN LOCKDOWN!
g
m :

OUR
AcauAvNTED Wit HiS BASE AND
SURROUNDING TERRAIN




LIEUTENANT.

MY ROOM. ONE AND MAKE SURE
RE.

ENTERS' #i%/ l

T
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‘M THE MAN
WHO BROKE THE
BANK AT MONTE

CARLO.

CHUCKLES HAS
TRA &

289

LEIND THiS
TO BELIEVE.




ACTUAL
IMPRESSED.

UNFORTUNATELY,

ORDER FROM YOU
CONFUSED VIPER
FORCES.

=SIGHS
YOU REALLY
DID YOUR BEST
TO SEEM ¢
ERRATIC AND
UNPREDICTABLE,
DIDN'T YOU,
XAMOTZ
EXACTLY WHEN
DID YOU START
THINKING YOU COULD

CHUCKLES
DOESN'T EAT
WITH HIGH
COMMAND.

\RDSMEN WILL PULL
CHUCKLES' INCAPACITATED
BODY FROM HIS QUARTERS

HIM

(&




YOU REALLY THINK
I CAN'T TELL WHEN
SOMEONE PULLS A
BOSTON DIP
ON MEZ










pI_

ONE BULLET. I SUPPOSE
THAT SEEMED LIKE
SMART PRECAUTION AT
THE TIME.




STUPID. HE SHOULD
HAVE BEEN MY SECOND
TARGET, NOT XAMOT.

1 HAVE TO BE

RT. CAN'T
SCREW THIS
UP NOW.

E BEEN SO PATIENT.
TED FOR THE

I'Vi
WAI
PERFECT MOMENT.




A

AND NOW I'M GOING TO

KILL EVERYONE IN THIS

BUILDING. |
i Z

8
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UNG.
WHERE'S My
BROTHER?




i
I CANT.
IF I DID, [T'D
E.50T R —~
YOU GET ON ] M
MY NERVES. / )L
\g

DON'T
BE STUPID. T
HAVE TO FIND
MY BROTHER.
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YOUR BROTHER
MPTED A COUP.
IT FAILED. YOU'RE
COMING WITH ME
TO THE THRONE
ROOM

\VE LIKE

NOSY CU

KE SO
ISTODIAN.

299

THIS IS
RIDICULOUS. T KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE DOING,
'S NG
TO K.

THEY WON'T
LISTEN TO YOU. YOUR
BROTHER TRIED TO
ILL THE COMMANDER,
AND THE VIPERS ARE

LOYAL TO HIM.

s |
WELL,
WE'RE DOING
THINGS MY
WAY TODAY.




1>
3
3
<
2
Q
ol
o
jy
o




I ASSUME
IF YOU WERE
GOING TO KILL ME,

ACCESS.
THERE ARE STILL
PLACES IN THIS
INSTALLATION T
CAN'T GET
TO.

AND WHY

ON EARTH

WOULD T HELP
youz

301



OESN'T

THE FASTEST.

I KNOW WHO
HE IS AND

IOW HE
DOES, TOO.
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I SEE HIM TENSE UP
EVERY TIME SOMEON!
PASSES US IN THE HALLS,
BUT HE CAN'T BRING
HIMSELF TO SPEAK AGAIN.

THE
COMMANDER
IS DEAD.




DON'T BLINK T LIE

YOU kNOow
WHAT THIS 18 THTS 15,4 A GUY
STANDING AT THE GALL
TAP-DANCING TO KEEP HIS HEAD S oF
THE NOOSE FOR A FEW MORE SECONDS.

you 'RE LYlNe
IDIT. T

cAN SEE IT IN
YOUR FACE.

ARE YOU
SERIOUS? YOU'RE

THE SMART THING To PO WOULD
BE TO PUT A BULLET IN TOMAX
RIGHT NOW. HOPE IT
DENET\ZATES JHROUGH TO BOA.
OW HIM DOWN SO T COULD!
BEOPERLY AT THE NEST ONE.

YEAH...
I GUESS T
OWE YOU THE
TRUTH. SO
HERE IT IS,
"B/G BOA”
1S JUST A
REALLY STUPID
NAME.
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BARONES
YOU SHOULDN'T BE
ON YO ET.
HAVEN'T YET IDENTIFIED
THE AGENT THAT WAS.
USED ON YouU.

HIS
PERSONAL
VENDETgA AGAINST

AS EVER,
BARONESS, YOU ARE
OST




HAND'S SHATTERED.

PROBABLY THE DUMBEST 5 BRIDGE OF My
PLACE TO PUNCH HIM, ¢ NOSE CRACKS.
BUT I'M RUNNING ON PAIN BLINDS ME.
INSTINCT NOW.

L P

DISLOCATING HIS
KNEE SHOULD pUT [t

HIM .
HE STILL STANDING?




THAT MAN

I'M NOT
ENJOYING THIS.
T THOUGHT WE
UNDERSTOOD
EACH OTHER. BUT
YOU BROUGHT IT
ON YOURSELF.

THE JUNGLE.
WITHOUT FRIENDS,
WE'RE—

G-G-G-




|| | | THE kURL ISLAN
ARCHIPELAGO BETWEEN

JAPAN AND RUSSIA HAS
‘M BUSTED UP PRETTY BEEN A DISPUTED AR! EA
BACCHERE 1 CARTT MOVE SINCE WWIT ENDE BOTH
T CAN HARDLY BREATHI couNle EIP

NOBODY WANTS TO FIGHT




BUT WITHOUT TOMAX
TO OPEN THE HATCH,
NOT A LOT

DESCENDPING THE
LADDER IS IMPOSSIBLE,
SO I JUST FALL MOST

OF THE WAY. GIVE
MYSELF ANOTHER
i| coNcussioN.

I'M THINKING ABOUT WHAT A
GREAT IDEA IT WOULD BE JUST
TO TAKE A LITTLE NAP RIGHT
THERE, AND THEN I FIGURE OUT
WHO LEFT THE HATCH OPEN.

\
T KNEW
YOUD MAKE
1 IT.
N
A

—

1

-

OKAY, HERE
I AM. TOTALLY
HELPLESS, JUST
HOW YOU LIKE
IT. GO AHEAD
AND DO IT.




YOU KNOW.

SUB, RIGHT?
JusT
BURST IN,
CAPTAIN, MAKE
HIM TAKE YoU
HOME. NOBODY
CAN CHASE

DOWN A SUB.
BRILLIANT.

YES! yOU
ARE!

DON'T you
SEE, CHUCKLES?
YOU INSPIRED

ME!

ANKS.

YOU JOKE.
BUT YOU'RE
CLOSE TO
THE TRUTH.

YOUR SPIRIT IS~
INDOMITABLE.

M 1 was HALF

ON.
LESS THAN
HALF.

GOING TO FREE

AND AS
YOU FREED
ME FROM My
SHACKLES, I'M

FROM
RS,

YOU'LL FIGHT
IT AT FIRST, BUT
YOU'LL SEE. ALL

AVE IS
EACH OTHER.




-
* | THAT'S ENoUGH
OF TH "

YOU CAN'T
PILOT THIS
VESSEL...




1 701D you,
HE'S DEAD.

IF I DON'T
LEAVE HERE,
NEITHER DO

You.

MAAM. O
COURSE.

THE COMMANDER'S
(REMAINS WILL BE DEALT
H. ALL EXITS BUT ONE
HAVE BEEN SECURED. WE HAVE
A HEADING TO THE
SUBMARINE DOCK Ncw, wrm
ORDERS TO CAPTU
CCkEs AN

HEN
HE WILL BE
DEALT WITH,

TOO.

IT, XAMOT.

YOU LAID DOWN YOUR
LIFE NOT

ANGER, OR DESPAIR...
BUT FOR DUTY. TO
PROTECT OTHERS.




ALL I'VE EVER HAD
IS THIS ANGER. THIS
STUPID, SENSELESS
RAGE THAT ONE




IF WE
CAN'T RECOVER
HIS ER,
LEAVING HIM ALIVE

IS A FAR WORSE
PUNISHMENT.

IT'S THAT ANGER THAT
Mi

ON
ALONE. YO
UNDER A MULTI-BILLION-DOLLAR | I WANT
TO WATCH THIS
VERY CAREFULLY
Now.

you
INSTALLATION FILLED WITH
HUNDREDS OF TROOPS AND
YOUR ENTIRE COMMAND
STRUCTURE.

BECAUSE

I'M DOING

THIS FOR
ME.
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24 months ago, "Cobra" was just the

whisper on the lips of a dying man.

The largest paremilitary, organized
crime, and terrorist organization
in the world was so clandestine,
the top operatives of America's
most elite unit had never even

heard of it.

However, after the assassination of
their leader, Cobra elected a new
Commander—one who had no use for
secrecy. He marched Cobra from the

shadows, invaded a sovereign
country, engaged in all-out warfare
and detonated nuclear weapons.
Cobra is now a fearsome military
power with legitimate political
influence on the world's stage.
From a whisper to a war-zone, in
the space of 24 months.

And it all started with one man...






KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
bl THINKING. ‘THAT'S N
J| YOUR NAME ANYMORE.

\:




3

Jane THEN I LTOOk ON =0

- NY N, \T T COULDN i
BVEN BEMEMBEE WHICH O

WAS WHICH SOMETIMES.

Fi 8
BUT I'M TAKING MY NAME
BACK NOW.

"THAT'S THE ONE
TH\NG T'M GIVING
ACK TO MYSELF."







I WAS A FAT KID, YOU
KNOW. FAT AND ALWAYS
WEARING CLOTHES FROM
THE SALVATION ARMY.

I GUESS I DIDN'T HAVE THE
BEST PARENTAL SUPPORT.

LSO, I WASN'T A
VERY GOOD STUDENT.

"GUESS SHE
FIGURED WHAT T
NEEDED MOST
WAS APSTRONG

MALE PRESENCE
IN MY LIFE"




a

a7
PERFECT RECRUIT FOR
THIS MAN'S ARMY."




“THEY APPRECIATED MY
ABILITY TO ABSORB
PUNISHMENT.

“IF THERE'S A LIVE
GRENADE N YouUl

LAT OW IT Al
THE ENEMY.




IZEAL TALENT HAWK.

o IT'S NOT MILITARY
GY. IT'S NOT
ADMINISTRATION.
AND (1S CERTANLY
T YOUR.
SENX
\
T
A |

o
—e

d

“THEN YOU JUST BALANCE

THE RIGHT PECPLE AGAINST

EACH OTHER, SO THINGS
BEREAL IN BIBECTIONS THAT
BENEFIT YOU.
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"YOU SAW INTO ME.

BEFORE I DID.

e

“THAT'S SOMETHING I HAVE

TO LIVE WITH, BUT I DON'T
REALLY PLAN ON BEING |
AROUND MUCH LONGER.

ﬁ / i nL

IOW YOU GET TO
#‘/E WITH IT for

IE BOTH OF U

SIR?

\ GOOD. ~

328






ICAN'T -
BELIEVE IT.

I'M ACTUALLY
GOING TO
MISS THIS
PLACE.

Ly

L]

NEVER TOOK

YOU FOR THE \
SENTIMENTAL .
' TYPE. »

MAKE SURE
EVERYTHING IS WIPED
BEFORE THOSE IDIOTS
HE D.O.D. GET

330









. ~
I D
WA! WOl

THIS ORGANIZATION

ANYMORE. My PART |

I DON'T THIS LITTLE WAR IS
HA‘/E T ENymoRe. THE DONE. IT SHOULD HAVE

BEE!

OY'S UPSTAIRS AREN'T o
PLERZED WITH ToE WAY I'VE
BEEN RUNNING THINGS, AND

THEY'VE DECIDED THAT THE
JOES REQUIRE NOT JUST
RELOCATION, BUT A TOTAL

RESTRUCTURING.

N DONE LONG
AGO.

DESERVE IT
Now?

\
D \
i

WiSH You couLp

333




YOU THINK YOU'LL
ENJOY THE SQUAREJON
LIFEZ YOU GREW UP ON A

I'D AT LEAST




335



_A
ASSINATED THEIR COMMANDER. “BUT DON'T BE TOO PROUD.
ORE THAN




THEEES A NUCLEAE LAUNCH-

ERE'S GOING

TO BE A LOY
MORE VIOLENCE




"AND THE FUNNY PART—
FUNNY

X CTIONABLE
INTELLIGENCE IN THERE.

. AND
N. RIGHTZ
OF COURSE I'M RIGHT.




"BY Now, onE Wy o
(OTHER, I'M ONE O
THE LIVES yOU e

HED A TEAR OVER ME.

“I'M TELLING iy ‘E/H!s BECAUSE EWANT sl To kNOW,

THI
THAT SUSTAINS YOU NOW. BUT YOU BONT BT
S AR Thile TS ONE & ON ME.

“SEE. I KNOW YOUR
WEAKNESS, TO(
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"HOW MANY FOUR-STAR
GENERALS DOES T
TAKE TO SCREW IN A
LIGHT BULB?Z.







) ART GALLERY

Here are some design studies for the new
Crimson Guard uniforms. Notice that the
familiar helmet has been modified, but still
retains the defining characteristics that
made this such a classic design.
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Art by Howard Chaykin
Colors by Edgar Delgado

Art by Howard Chaykin
Colors by Edgar Delgado Colors by Edgar Delgado




Artwork by Antonio Fuso

Artwork by Antonio Fuso Artwork by Antonio Fuso




Artwork by Antonio Fuso

Artwork by Antonio Fuso

Artwork by Antonio Fuso

Artwork by Anfonio Fuso



Art by Howard Chaykin Art by Howard Chaykin
Colors by Edgar Delgado Colors by Edgar Delgado

Art by Howard Chaykin Art by Howard Chaykin
Colors by Edgar Delgado Colors by Edgar Delgado




Artwork by Antonio Fuso

Artwork by Antonio Fuso

Artwork by Antonio Fuso

Artwork by Anfonio Fuso




Artwork by Anfonio Fuso Artwork by Antonio Fuso

AND ONE SHALL SURELY DIE!

Artwork by Antonio Fuso Artwork by Antonio Fuso
after John Byrne



Art by Zach Howard Art by Zach Howard
Colors by Nelson Daniel Colors by Nelson Daniel

Art by Zach Howard Art by Zach Howard
Colors by Nelson Daniel Colors by Nelson Daniel







The Criticalyy acclaimey
of G.J. a Cobra
Chuckles. Heis g, Stop Undercoye,
and he'g Just inﬁltrated a t
Organizey Up. But g, Over takes
its toll~jn isolatiop, N fear., in bloog,
An action Packeq thrilje, fro; beginning to end,
this book Contajng the Whole Chuckles saga,

“Mike Costa and Christ.o
potboiler with tense, i
ft‘,‘omic Book Resources

s Gage have delivered one heck o’f
intimate artwork from Antonio Fuso.

“If you like Some espionage Mixed ip \, :

d in wity,

! yourG,LJO,t is i i

- in‘u"\ate enjoy» ~Geeis ) i

becam tingly

1. JOE: Cob;:ing and hﬂsu:mﬂe also

Every ‘ssuenor:\f‘;“"g fo: ::7'” eate

“ U

he ot e cior s

than t ble char
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vt
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history”
30 year
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